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TO THE 


HONOURABLE 

WARREN HASTINGS, 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA. 


SIR, j,- 

1 HAVE prefume^todedi^ate the 
following flieets to you, as the 
only tribute of gratitude in my power 
to lay at your feet, in return for that 
protection, with which you ccnde- 
fcended to honour me in Bengal. To 
do impartial, juftice to your ihining 
abilities and known integrity of heart 
is beyond my feeble efforts, t o fay, 
that through your fpirited exertions 
the affairs of the Honourable Com- 
pany have been retrieved from ruin. 

and 



and the bleffings of peace in great 
meafurc reftored throughout the 
Eaftern world, falls infinitely fhort of 
that praife which is due to your ex- 
alted character. That you may long 
remain in that high ftation, which 
you have filled with fo much honour 
to yourfelf, and advantage to your 
country, is the fincere wifh of every 
true friend to the Britifh Empire, 
and of, *’ # MuYmJ, 

SI R, 

Your mod devoted. 


And obedient fervant, 


PHILIP DORMER STANHOP, 
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Euphrates, Indiaman, in the Downs, 
December, 1773 , 

, My Dear Friend, . 

I EMBRACE the firft moment which 
the confufion of the new fcene hefore 
me, and the unfcttled ftate of my own 
mind will allow, to communicate to you 
the pleafing intelligence of my efeape from, 
the dangers which threatened me, and 
which I had every reafon to fear would 
effectually deffroy all nay golden dreams of 
B Eafferu 
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Eaftern magnificence. You are well ac- 
quainted with the unfortunate connexion 
which occafioned my fudden departure from 
the Univerfity, and you know that my cre- 
ditors, enraged to fee every profped of pay- 
ment in one moment loft, by that impru- 
dent ftep, omitted no means which their 
ingenuity could point out, to difcover the 
place of my retreat. I now moil fincerely 
wifh that retreat had been rendered lefs 
agreeable to me, or that the amiable Char- 
lotte had been lefs fufceptible of thole 
tender impreffions, which, though highbf 
flattering to my vanity, yet, I confefs to 
you, my heart fecretly difapproved. I was 
not yet fo enamoured with ruin, as to think 
of matrimony ; and 1 knew that no greater 
torment ( could be infli&ed on a foft, be- 
lieving female, than the pangs of difap- 
pointed love. Y ou have formerly £een Mifs 
Rivers, and you have called her handfome, 
and you may believe me, when I affure 


you 


you that Ihe poffefies every virtue that can 
adorn the female mind. But that uncom- 

f 

mon fenfibility, and thofe romantic ideas, 
fo infeparably connected with a country 
education, muft ever prove to her a lource- 
of unhappinefs, and mu ft render even the 
moft innocent pleafures highly dangerous 
> in their coufecjuences. 

When the hospitality of Mr. Rivers had, 
in fome degree, removed the unfavourable 
ideas I had entertained of a country life, I 
began to promife myfelf an infinite fund of 
amufement, in the converlation of his ami- 
able daughter. Her natural good humour 
i v led her to omit no opportunity of making 

the hours pals agreeably away, and of dis- 
pelling that melancholy which I in vain 
endeavoured to conceal. We walked to- 
gether in the garden, upon the lea-beach, 
and in the neighbouring woods; while her 
mother devoted her time to her domeftic 
B 2 concerns. 
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concerns, and my worthy friend, engage# 
among his labourers in the field, little 
thought that I fhould repay his kindnefs 
by feducing the affections of his daughter, 
and difturbing the peace of a family, whofe 
hofpitable roof had received me, when,’ like 
Adam expelled from Paradife, I had the 
whole world before me, and Providence 
my guide. 

However, to cut fhort a fcene which at 
this moment fills me with grief and con- 
fufion, I will only fay, that in an unlucky 
moment I made her a propofal of marriage, 
and that our hours imperceptibly glided 
away in the enjoyment of thofe pleafures 
which only lovers know, till a fummons 
from my father to attend him in London, 
previous to my embarkation for India, at 
once diffolved all our aerial fchemes of 
future happinefs, and plunged the whole 
family into inexpreffible diftrefs., You, 

' who 
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wlio have been no ft ranger to fcenes like 
this, and who well know by what miftaken 
principles even men of fenfe are led affray, 
when paffion has drowned the voice of rea- 
fon, can eafily picture to yourfeif the re- 
proaches of the weeping mother, and the 
rage of the father, denouncing immediate 
vengeance, and calling aloud for latisfa&ion 
from the ungrateful ferpent, whom he had 
foftered in his bofom, and even treated 
witn parental tendernefs. Such, my friend, 
would have been the behaviour of thofe 
fathers, to whom the misjudging world too 
often afcribes the merit of fuperior wifdom, 
and who, while they hold happinefs to be 
infeparable from wealth, are ready to bellow 
every bleffing upon their children, but real 
felicity. M r. Rivers, however, adcd a very 
different part; he neither reproached me 
with ingratitude, nor did he exprefs any 
Concern, except for the impclfibility of that 
P«ion, which he was obliging enough to 

B 3 fay. 
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fay, under other circumftances, would 
have given him the g reate ft pleafure.- — 
He allured me, that he fhould ever con- 
fxder my' intereft as immediately con- 
nected with his own; and even com 
fented that Mif$ Rivers fhould wait until 
my return from India; when he hoped, 
that every obftacie that now impeded our. 
happinefs would b.e removed. You may 
fuppofe, that I felt myfelf highly pleafed 
at this unexpected declaration, and that I 
omitted npthing in my reply, which could 
convince him of the fincerity of my intern 
tions, whenever fortune fhould enable me 
to fulfil my engagements. Indeed, he 
feemed perfectly fatisfied with me, and faid 
every thing which friendship could fuggeft, 
to inipire me with fortitude to go through 
the affeCting fcene which now prefented 
itfelf. The day was at hand which was to 
feparate me, perhaps fpr ever, from my be- 
loved Charlotte. My feelings on this oc- 


( 7 ) 

cafion I lhall not attempt to defcribe. — ■— 
Imagine to jourfelf, that I left the houfe 
of my friend overwhelmed with grief, 
and that all the pomp and pride of Afiatic 
grandeur had, in that moment, no charms 
for me, 

I am, &c. 
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Madeira? February? 

A ^TER a tedious paffage of two-and- 
thirty days, I feel myfelf extremely 
happy in being once more permitted to fet 
my foot upon dry land, and to breathe the, 
frefli air among a race of beings, who, 
though not the mod: cultivated I ever met 
with, are yet infinitely fuperior to thole 
unmannerly Hottentots, who call them- 
felves the officers of the fliip,. which it has 
been my misfortune to chufe as the vehicle 
of my tranfportation from my native coun- 
ty* Jndeeci, befoie I had been many mi- 
nutes on board, I formed a mod: unfavour- 
abk idea of my fituation, from an objeft 
which prefented itfelf to my view ; and 
which, though I fuppofe perfectly familiar to 

the 
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the petty tyrants of the ocean, appeared 
me utterly Inconfiftent with the laws and 
cuftoms of a civilized nation. One of thofe 
unfortunate creatures, whom the agents of 
the Eaft-India Company, by fpecious aaver- 
tifements, and by various ftratagems, calcu- 
lated to deceive the ignorant and the unwary, 
htfte entrapped into their fervice, had, by 
fome aftof difrefped, incurred the difpleafure 
of the Chief Mate, or officer, in whom (under 
the controul of the Captain) the executive 
power is chiefly lodged. This miferable 
wretch, though evidently in a date of de- 
lirium, the confequence of that intoxication 
which had been made the inftrument of his 
captivity, was, by order of the great man, 
immediately loaded with irons ; an im- 
menfe gag fattened in his mouth ; and for 
the further crime of expreffing his diflatis- 
facticn at this inhuman ufage, he was 
beaten over the head and face with a lar^e 

O 

cane, till he funk down fenlelefs upon the 

deck. 
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deck, and the tyrant began to tremble, leaf! 
the confequences of his barbarity fhould in 
the end prove fatal to himfelf. I ventured 
to hint to one of my fellow pafiengers, my 
abhorrence of fuch cruelty, and was told 
that if I fuffered a Angle word to efcape 
my bps, which might convey the flighted: 
offence to any one of thofe gentlemen under 
whole abfolute command I was, I fhould 
certainly meet with every infult that could 
render my fituation uncomfortable, and 
ihould perhaps be confined the reft of the 
voyage to my cabin, under pretence of 
having conduced to leflen the authority of 
the Captain, and fow a fpirit of difl'cnfion 
and mutiny among the crew. 

However, I will quit fo difagreeable a 
fubjeft, and proceed to give you iome ac- 
count of the ifland of Madeira, which, 
after a month’s confinement in my floating 
prifon, feems to me quite a terreftrial Para- 

dife. 



{ II ) 

due. Madeira, which is the largeft of ths 
Canary Iflands, is fituate in the Atlantic 
Ocean, in fixteen degrees of W. L. and 
thirty-three of N. L. and is about one hnn^ 
dred miles in circumference. The climate, 
though perhaps the fincft in the world, 
aiuft certainly be deemed hot by an 
inhabitant of the more northern lati- 
tudes. When firft difcovered by the Por-. 
tugueze, in the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, it was entirely covered with wood, 
which being confumed by fire, the alhes 
have fo fertilized the foil, that it produces 
incredible quantities of wine, which has 
this peculiar quality, that it keeps bell in 
the hotteft climates, and therefore fcarce any 
other is drank either in the Eafi; or Wefl- 
Indies. The principal town, which is called 
Fonchal, is ill built and ugly, the ftreets 
are narrow, and the houfes inconvenient. 
The churches and convents are very nu- 
merous, and the nuns, at kail; all thofe 

who 
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who are expofed to public view, have fuel} 
little pretentions to perfonal charms, that 
their vows of chaftity feem rather to have 
been the efted of neceffity than of choice. 
They fupply themfelves with pocket-money 
by the fide of fword-knots, cockades, and 
other trumpery, which they convey through 
the double grates, by means of a cleft dick, 
to their Englifh viiitors. The Inquifitiou 
dourilhes here in all .its horrors, and the 
lower orders of people pay almoft divine 
honours to the Priefts. The town is gar- 
rifoned by a few companies of foldiers, 
whole appearance is totally unmartial, and 
who, I believe, would display very little 
military heroifm in the fervice of his Mod 
Faithful Majefty, fhould an enemy invade 
Madeira. The harbour is defended by a 
fmall fort ereded on the fummit of a rock, 
about three hundred yards diftant from the 
main ifland, and accefhble only by a wind- 
mg and exceedingly narrow flight of fteps. 
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The Portugueze repofe great confidence in 
this place of ftrength, and think it impreg- 
nable; but, in my opinion, a Angle frigate 
would foon filence its batteries, raid lay the 
town in afhes. The principal tavern, in 
which I have taken up my residence, is a 
large houfe, ill contrived and’ Ihabbily fur-' 
niftied. It is kept by an Irifhman, who 
has a pretty wife, of whom he is extremely 
jealous. I live at the expence of near a 
guinea each day, for which I have a bad 
dinner and execrable wine ; and 1 aimife 
myfelf in the evening at backgammon,, 
with a Prieft who is at leaft eighty years 
of age, above fix ty of which he has Ipent 
upon the ifland. 

To-morrow I expect to return on board, 
for at leafi: ten weeks, to be fatigued with 
the fame dull unvaried profpect of Iky and 
water, and to be immured with lavages, 
wbofe manners are as unpolilhed, as if they 
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had been educated in the w-ildefl deferts of 
Siberia. With what regret do I now look 
back on thofe happy hours which I fpent 
with my lovely Charlotte, whofe image is 
ever prefent to my imagination, in all the 
charms of native innocence and blooming 
youth. 

My fellow paflengers, whom I fuppofe a 
limilarity of circumftances has college dfrom 
every quarter of the world, and engaged 
in the fame purfuit after the riches of the 
Eaft, form a groupe altogether entertaining 
enough, was my heart fufficiently at eafe to 
he amufed with trifles. They confifl: of two 
young ladies, who go out under the imme- 
diate protection of the Captain, in hopes 
that fome wealthy Nabob may be attracted 
by the power of thofe charms, which they 
had in vain difplayed at Highgate affembly, 
and at the city balls ; an elderly gentleman, 
who formerly amaffed a confiderable fortune 

by 
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by trade in India, which he loft by fpecu- 
lating in the Englifh funds; a young Hiber- 
nian, who finds it neceffary to travel, till 
time fhall have cooled the refentment of 
feveral noble families, whofe fons and heirs 
have fallen by his hand in duels ; and a 
Captain of the Bengal artillery, who revi- 
fited England in confequence of a wound 
he received in a rencounter with a tyger, 
and who daily amufes us with the various 
feats by which he has fignalized himfelf, 
in the deftru&ion of hyaenas, and wild 
buffalos. This motley groupe, with your 
humbie fervant, occupy the great cabin, 
the ladies in a feparate apartment, and the 
v- gentlemen a&ually flowed on fhelves juft big 

enough to receive a fmall mattrafs, like bales 
of cloth in a linen-draper’s fhop. I affure 
you, no love-fiek damfel ever longed for her 
wedding-day with more eagernefs, than I 
look forward to that happy hour, when I 
fliall be landed on the Indian fhore. 

LETTER 


C&pe of Good Hope, May, 1774 * 

f HAVE now the fatisfaftion of acquaint- 
A ing my friend, that after a paffage fuf- 
riciently tedious and unpieafant, I once 
more experience the comforts of life in the 
houfe of a fat, honed:, and hofpitable 
Dutchman. I will not trouble you with the 
occurences of a voyage, in which, I fup- 
pofe, we met with the ufual accidents 
that attend on contrary winds and flormy 
weather. 

Imagine to yourfelf, that for feveral days 
fucceffively, the waves rofe mountains high, 
the winds roared, the lailors vied with the 
elements, in noile, and that I betook my lei f 
quietly to my £helf, where I meditated on 
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p&ft follies, and formed aerial fchemes of 
future wealth and magnificence. My com- 
panions indeed feemed to think that thele 
inconveniencies were amply compenfated by 
J the pleafure of feafting daily on turtle, of 

which we catched no lefs than fixty, of an 
enormous fize, at the ifland of Afcenfion, 
where thefe animals are in amazing plenty, 
and are fo much efteemed for the fuperior 
flavour of their fat, that I wonder thole 
' Tons of gluttony, the aldermen of London, 

have not eftablilhed a turtle-fifhery upon the 
fpot. 

■f A.;-/: ' ' v - ■; f 

Afcenfion is a fmali uninhabited ifland, 
midway between the coaft of Africa and the 
Brazils. The beach is covered with in- 
numerable fea-birds, which depofit their 
eggs in the fand, and are lo exceedingly 
tame, that they will fuffer you to tread on 
them as you walk along. In the centre of 
the ifland is a valley thinly covered with 
C grafs, 




( >8 ) 

grafs, where a few fcattered bu£hes afford 
fheiter to Come goats formerly left there by 
au Indiaman ; and there is a Cpring of water, 
but not large enough to be of any ufe to the 
Chips, which touch here upon their return 
from India for the foie purpofe of catching 
turtle. It is very unufual for an outward- 
bound Chip to call here, and what induced 
our Captain in Co wanton a manner to lofe 
his timers, I believe, known only to himCelf, 
The mode of catching thefe animals is' cu- 
rious, and great a&ivity is neceffary in the 
undertaking. During the moon-light nights 
the female turtle come on Chore to lay their 
eggs, and to deep upon the land. The 
lailors, who go on Chore early in the even 
ing, pod; themfelves at a confiderable dis- 
tance, obferving the moft profound filence, 
as the fmalleft noife would ihflantly alarm 
the turtle, and occaiion their precipitate 
retreat into the water. At a proper oppor- 
tunity they deal foftly towards their prey, 

and 
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aiid the unfortunate unrefiding turtle are 
thrown upon their backs, and left in that 
pofition till the morning, when they are 
conveyed to the (hip, and are laid in rows 
upon the deck. Upwards of five hundred 
eggs have fometimes been found in one 
turtle ; and it is remarkable, though they 
wafte confiderably, yet they will live feveral 
weeks without the lead: nourifhment, and 
require only to be refrefhed morning and 
evening with water. 

I here cannot forbear mentioning a cir- 
cumdanee, which fhocking as it is to hu- 
manity, yet perfectly correfponded with the 
ideas I had before entertained of the bruta- 
lity of an Englifh failor. Our men con- 
feffed that, they had turned upwards of forty 
turtle more than they had brought on board, 
Which they had left to perilh by inches 
upon the beach, merely becaule they would 
not fubmit to the trouble of replacing them 
C 3 in 


in a poflure to help themfelves. Strang?? 1 
that fuch barbarity fhould be familiar to the 
heart of man, and above all others of thofe 
men, whofe, fituation, replete, with danger, 
and hourly teeming with death and deftruc- 
tion, ought to infpire them with fentiments 
of univerfal benevolence, and teach them 
to pity even a poor helplefs turtle expiring 
upon a defert Ihore. 

The Cape of Good Hope is the moil 
fouthem promontory of Africa, fituate in 
fixteen degrees of Eaft Latitude, and about 
thirty-four of South Longitude. The cli- 
mate is hot,, but fo extremely healthy, that 
the gentlemen who refide in India, when 
enervated by the diforders incident to the 
country, and by their own- debaucheries,, 
feldom fail to re-eftablifh. their healths by a 
fhort vifit to the Cape; The fruits of the 
earth are produced here in the greateft per- 
fection ; and venifon, fi£h, and poultry are 
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In Such abundance, that, under an Englifh 
•government, I know no place where a per- 
son of moderate income might live more 
comfortably. You may eafily judge how 
cheap all the articles of life mull be, when 
I allure you that I pay the trifling Sum of 
one dollar each day for my board and lodg- 
ing, and that my dinner, including an 
elegant defect and amoft plentiful allowance 
of the vm 3u pais „ would not difgrace the 
table of an Enghlh gentleman of three thou- 
sand a year eftate. The Company’s gardens, 
which are the place of falhionable relort, 
.are as large as St. James’s Park ; the walks 
arc kept in excellent order, and are {haded 
by beautiful rows of Englifh oak. The 
Governor’s houfe, which is a large handfome 
building, hands in the centre, and is, after 
the prevailing fa fa ion of the Dutch, alraoft 
Surrounded by a canal ; and at the upper end 
is a collection of the various wild beafts> 
C 3 which 
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winch the uncultivated forefts of Africa 
produce. 

At prefent the converfation of the town*, 
is entirely taken, up with the duel lately 
fought between the celebrated Captain 
David Roche, generally, known by the ap- 
pellation of Tyger Roche, and Captain 
Fergufon, belonging to the Company’s lanci 
forces in Bengal. Fergufon fell in the en- 
gagement, and the ftory is here told rather 
to the difadvantage of Roche; but I believe 
there were no witnefles, who could prove 
the leaf; improper behaviour on the part of 
Roche, and that his accufers were influ- 
enced by a raoft unjufl and cruel prejudice. 
However, he fecured his- retreat on board a 
French fhip then lying in the harbour, and 
is by this time arrived in India ; the feverity 
of the Dutch' laws againft duelling rendering 
it abfclutely neceffary for him to adopt the 
'■ A' ■; A AX ; ' ^ moft 
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moll expeditious mode of efcaping from 
their territories. 


Our flay at this agreeable place will not 
exceed ten days, •when we fhall bid farewel 
to the fight of land till we arrive on the 
Coromandel coafl. 


better 
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LETTER IV. 

Joanna, July, 1774 . 

W HEN we left the Cape, I little 
thought any occurrence would have 
happened previous to our arrival in India 
worthy the notice of my friend ; but I find 
tnyfelf agreeably disappointed by the Sudden 
resolution of the Captain to touch at the 
ifland of Joanna, where we arrived the 
twenty-ninth of June, and found two Eaft 
Indiamen, one of which will Sail to-morrow 
for England, and the other lies difmafled, 
and deferted by her crew, upon a reef of 
rocks, which projed about a mile into the 
fea, near the entrance of the harbour, for 
which they were fleering with a fair wind 
and under an eafy fail, when the neglect or 
ignorance of the officer on duty occafioned 
this melancholy event. On board this fhip 
’ : . ; . ■ the 
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the unfortunate Roche had taken his paffage 
at the illand of Bourbon to profecute his 
voyage to Bombay, when his evil deftiny 
threw him into his prefent deplorable fitu- 
ation. He now leads a moil unhappy life,_ 
amidft the execration s of the feamen, who 
look on him as' another Jonas, and think 
themfelves involved in the ■ punifhment, 
yrhich the Almighty thus miraculoufly has 
inflidted upon the wretch who has dared to 
yiolate his commandments. 

Whatever the faults of Roche may he, I 
am fure the want of holpitality is not one. 
Having formerly known his lifter, who is 
married to one of the Judges lately appoint- 
ed to Bengal, 1 took the liberty of intro- 
ducing myfelf, and was received by him in 
his Indian hut with a politenefs and affabi- 
lity which would have done honour to a 
more fplendid manfion, I was fhocked to 
fee a gentleman, who had once experienced 

all 
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all the elegancies of life, labouring under 
fuch unmerited diftrefs, and was eafily- per- 
vaded to alleviate the horrors of his fbli- 
tude, during the few days we fhall remain 
at Joanna, by bringing my bed on fhore, 
and Oiaring with him the conveniencies of 
his hut, which, though not overburthened 
with furniture or with fuperfluous orna- 
ments, is yet a very comfortable retreat, 
when compared to a dirty cabin. He re- 
lated to me all the circumfhnces of his duel, 
together with the various provocations, 
which as a military man he was obliged to 
refen t ; and declared his intention of de- 
manding an impartial trial upon his arrival 
at Bombay, when I doubt not of his being 
honourably acquitted of every afperfion 
which the malice of his enemies has warn* 
tonly thrown upon his character, 

Joanna is fituate between the N. W. fide 
of the ifland of Madagascar and the coafl of 

- Africa,, 
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Africa, in forty r five degrees of E. L. and 
twelve of.S. L ; It is a rnofl commodious 
watering place for Eaft Indiamen, the har- 
bour being perfectly fecure even in the moft 

X ' ' * 

ftormy weather, and the country abound- 
ing with provisions, Pine apples, water 
melons, oranges, mangoes, and all the 
fruits of the torrid zone are here in the 
high eft perfe&ion, and are fo extremely 
j cheap, that the natives, who feem to have 

very little idea of the value of money, will 
readily give as much as would load a wheel- 
barrow in exchange for a blanket or an old 
fhirt. They profefs the Mahometan re- 
ligion, and have a plurality of wives. Their 
> King is a moft abfolute monarch, but go- 

verns his fubjeds with lenity and modera- 
tion. No crime is here punifhed with fb 
much feverity as theft, and yet I believe 
the children from their earlieft infancy are 
u taught to fteal ; a convincing proof that the 

feyereft laws are not the heft calculated for 

the 
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the fuppreffion of vice. The fxrfh offence is 
punifhed with the lofs of the left hand ; for 
the fecond, the right is forfeited ; and the 
third, however great the rank of the of- 
fender, is inevitable death. I faw feveral 
of thefe wretches who had fuffered a Angle 
amputation, and one who had loft both his 
hands, and yet was reckoned the moft dex* 
terous pickpocket upon the ifland. 

The crew of the fhip-wrecked Indiaman 
are difperfed upon the beach, fome in tem- 
porary fheds covered with remnants of the 
fails, and lome in huts built after the Indian 
fafhion, and thatched with the boughs of 
trees. . The Captain refides an a houfe 
which was prefented to him by his Majefty* 
and is really much more habitable than 
-could be expected from the rude hands of 
fuch untutored workmen. The major part 
<of the crew are to return to Europe in the 
homeward-bound Indiamen ; the principal 

.officers. 
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officers, and about twenty of the men, are 
to revlfit India with us,, and poor Roche rs ta 
wait for fome future opportunity of tran- 
sporting himfelf to Bombay. 


I had long forefeen, from the various broils 
which difturbed the peace of our little go- 
vernment, that fome very ferious conse- 
quences muft enfue ; and my obiervation- 
has been in fome degree juftified by a moft 
curious, and, I believe,, unexampled duel (if 
a duel it may be called) which took place 
yefterday between the young Hibernian, of 
whom I made honourable mention in a for- 
mer letter, and the fecond officer of our 
Rip, in confequence of a box,, which, in the. 
heat of argument, the latter had rather, 
haftiiy applied to the ear of the cadet,, 
Seven in the evening was the hour appoint- 
ed for this tremendous combat, and we. 
were all impatient for the event,, as, the en- 
raged Irifhman had fworn that he would, 

lariats; 
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fatiate his fury with the blood of his ants- 
gonift, and rejoiced at the profpeft of once 
more facrificing a human viftim to his in- 
jured honour. Both parties were punflual 
to the appointment, and their feconds had 
taken care they fhould be furnifhed with 
piftols of no defpicable length, and in cafe 
thofe failed of the neceflary execution, the 
matter was to be finally decided by the 
fword. Every thing being now fettled, the 
combatants were placed back to back, and 
were ordered to march five paces forward, 
and then to turn round and fire. The 
failor, who feemed determined to pay the 
moft implicit obedience to his fecond, talk- 
ed with a flow and folemn flep the ap- 
pointed number of paces, and turning round 
difcharged his piftol, when, to his infinite 
aftonifhment, he beheld the cadet far enough 
out of the reach of piflol-fhot, and exerting 
all his agility to gain a mangoe grove, about 
three hundred yards diftant from the field 
3 . . ; of 
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of battle. You may guefs what a fund of 
entertainment this little accident has afford- 
‘ ed us, and how many unpleafant Jeffs the 

\ Hibernian hero mull: in future undergo, who 

will Hand in need of all his native im- 
pudence to fupport fuch complicated dif- 
sraoe. : :h f: ■ h ; ■ 

■ ■ <M ■ 
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Madras, Augujl, 177+4 

i-r-^HE children of Ifrael, when releaf- 
X ed from their Babylonifh captivity, 
could not have welcomed the happy hour 
of their deliverance with more exquifite 
py than what 1 felt on the morning of 
the eighth, when we anchored in Madras 
Roads, and prepared ourfelves for a vifit to 
Fort St. George, which is the principal of 
the Company’s fettlements on the Coro- 
mandel coaft, fituate in 80 degrees of E.L. 
an d 13 of L. and from the natural beauties 
of its fixation, as well as. the extreme 
healthinefs of the climate, is with juftice 
{tiled the Montpelier of the Eaft. Our 
Captain, to whom 1 had lately rendered 
fome trifling Cervices by fupplying the place 


( 33 ) 

of Secretary, now made very ample amends 
for that attention which I had paid to his 
affairs, by the obliging offer of his houfe 
and table, while we fhonld remain on 
fhore ; a moft fortunate circumftance for 
me, who muft otherwife have taken up my 
lodgings in a dirty punch-houfe. 


On the ninth I accompanied the Captain 
on fhore, and the following morning I paid 
my compliments to the Governor, who 
received me with great affability and polite- 
nefs, and without any of that pompons 
ceremony which I fuppofed infeparable 
from Oriental greatnefs. From the little I 
have hitherto feen, I feel myfelf. highly 
prepoffefled in favour of Madras. The 
elegance of the buildings, the beautiful 
rows of trees, which form an agreeable fhade 
on each fide of the ftreets, and the univer- 
fal appearance of wealth and magnificence, 
mufl ftrike forcibly on the eyes of a flran- 
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ger, and indeed have not in the leaft dis- 
appointed thofe pleafing ideas which I had 
formed of Afiatic grandeur. The houfes 
of the Englifh gentlemen are lofty and 
well proportioned, and from their con- 
Aruftion are fo extremely cool, that I can 
fearcely believe myfelf in the torrid zone. 
Every perfon who can afford it has a 
country retreat at the diftance of a few 
miles, which is called a garden-houfe, and 
is fitted up with peculiar elegance. The 
form of government here fomewhat refem- 
bles an Engl iff corporation, all matters of 
law being referred to a Court of Mayor and 
Aldermen, where juftice is adminiffered in 
a very fummarv way, without any of that 
infamous chicanery, and thofe opprefiive 
delays, which difgrace our courts in Eng- 
land. In religious matters here is a uni- 
verfal toleration. The Jew, the Chriftian, 
the difciple of Brahma, and the worffipper 
of Mahomet, purfue each his favourite fyf- 

tem. 
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tem, and no man feems inclined to dif* 
pute with his neighbour which is the eaficft 
, road to Heaven. 

\ 

At a fhort diflance from the fort, at a vil- 
lage called Triplicane, relides the Nabob of 
Arcot, who is acknowledged an ally of the 
Britifh empire, and is by the treaty of Paris 
an independent Prince. He keeps a very 
fplendid court, where the Englifh meet 
with every mark of attention, and are often 
preferred to very lucrative polls about his 
perfon. He has twelve battalions of foot, and 
feveral regiments of dragoons, commanded 
by Englilh officers, and tolerably well 
d verfed in the European art of war. This 

Prince has lately acquired a conliderable ad- 
dition to his territorial pofleffions by the 
capture of Tanjour, which (with all its de- 
pendencies) furrendered to the united forces 
of the Nabob and Company, after an ob- 
flinate hege of feveral months. The de- 
E* 3 pofed 



( 3 6 ) 

pofed’ King is now a prifoner in that capital - , 
which was once his own, and I fuppofe will 
foon fall a facrifice to that cruel policy of 
the Eaft, which too often deprives an un- 
fortunate monarch of his crown and life 
together. The prize money on this- occa- 
fion diftributed to the army amounted to an 
knmenfe fum, the lhare of the Commander 
in Chief alone being calculated at one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. The kingdom, of 
which Tanjour is the capital, lies about 
two hundred miles to the fouth-weft of 
Madras, being feparat-ed from the ifland of 
Ceylon by a narrow channel, and was 
hitherto governed by a Prince who was tri- 
butary to the Great Mogul. The river 
Colleroon, which runs near the walls of 
Tanjour, at hated periods overflows, and 
fertilizes the land, as the Nile does that of 
Egypt. The waters are extremely rapid,, 
and, like thofe of the Ganges, are held fa- 
cred by the natives. The capital of the 
■ ■ . , Nabob’s 
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Nabob’s dominions is Arcot ; a large and 
well fortified town, near one hundred miles 
to the weftward of Madras ; bnt he has 
for fome years paft refided entirely at Trip- 
licane, where, under the immediate pro- 
tection of the Englifh, his perfon is fecure 
from either foreign or domeftic enemy, and 
where he is at hand to influence the Go- 
vernor and Council, as his own intereffc 
fhall require, by the power of all-prevail- 
ing gold. He has three fons, the fecond of 
whom is his favourite, and is Captain Ge- 
neral of his army. 
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LETTER VI. 

Madras , Augnft, \ 7 ^ 4 , 

"T Yefterday dined at the Governor’s pub- 
■ he table, and fpent a moll. agreeable 
evening at his garden-houfe. The dinner 
was elegant, the. attendants numerous, and 
indeed every thing bore the appearance ra- 
ther of regal fplendor, than of the domeflic 
eirablidiment of a Governor, who is not 
even the reprefentative of a crowned head. 
We retired foon after dinner, according to. 
the cuftom of the country, to take our 
afternoon’s nap, which the heat of the cli- 
mate renders abfolutely neceffary for the 
. ref refn merit of our bodies, which mu ft 
necefiarily be weakened by a continual per- 
Ipi ration. In the evening I ordered my 
palanquin, that I might indulge mvfelf 

with' 
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with a view of the country previous to the 
hour of meeting at the Governor’s. A 
palanquin is a couch .covered with an arched 
| canopy, and fupported on the fhoulders of 

men ; a moft luxurious mode of convey-. 
I ance, I allure you, and well adapted to a 

.country., where even the motion of a car- 
riage is deemed too violent an exercife for 
the effeminate inhabitants. I found the 
appearance of the country extremely beau- 
tiful, the roads fhaded by trees, whole 
branches entirely exclude the rays of the 
fun, and numberlefs little boxes interfperfed 
! amidft fields and rice grounds, forming al- 

' ' together the moft elegant landicape that 

t v can be conceived, 

On my arrival at the Governor’s, where 
I found the company already affembled, I 
was moft agreeably furprifed at the fight 
of feveral card-tables which were filled 
with Englifli ladies, who, though the fun 
i O 4 had 
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had rather tarnifhed their complexions, ftill 
retained charms fufficient even to have cap- 
tivated an eaftern monarch* They were 
drefled in light muflins, the produce of 
the country, and feemed totally to have laid 
afide that unbecoming ftiffnefs, which too 
often contributes to diminifh the charms of 
the Britifh fair. Our entertainment was 
iupeib, the wines were excellent, and auni- 
verfal fpirit of good humour and conviviality 
prevailed. Indeed, I felt mylelf fo perfectly 
at cafe, and partook fo heartily of the gene- 
ral mirth, that I believe I did not once in 
the whole evening devote a fingle thought 
to my poor forfaken Charlotte. Do not 
however think me already inconfhmt, or 
fuppofe that I have fo foon banifhed the 
lemembiance of that dear girl from -my 
hreaft. Her image is at this moment pre- 
ient to my eyes, and I think of the deli- 
cious moments which I have /pent with 
: fCC'CC he? 
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her as of a fairy tale, or a dream never to 
be accomplifhed. 


I this morning rofe before the fun, and 
paid a vifxt to the Black Town, which Hands 
about a mile to the northward of the fort, 
and is inhabited by merchants from all the 
quarters of the globe. Its appearance, when 
contrafted with that of Fort St. George, is 
mean and Chabby, but Chill there are feme 
tolerable Ctreets, feveral churches, hand-.- 
fomely decorated with the offerings of the 
fuperftitious, and' fome Pagodas or Indian 
Temples. The habitations of the natives 
are low and ill-contrived, confiding gene- 
rally of two or three difmal apartments 
furrounding a final! court, their jealoufy 
forbidding the ufe of windows, lead the 
perfons of their women fhould be polluted 
by the unhallowed eyes of ft rangers. 


It Is well known that in all countries 
priedcraft flourifhes in proportion to the 

ignorance 
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ignorance of the people, and no country 
affords a more ample field for it than India, 
Immenfe films have been lavilhed by the 
Gentoos in building Pagodas and in offer- 
ings to their Gods. Even their molt beautfi 
ful women are confecrated to the .church, 
and their virgin charms are rifled by the 
priefis. They are called dancing girls, and 
they affiff at all religious ceremonies, pro- 
cefiions, and at weddings. They are both 
by religion and profefiion proftkutes, being 
reftrifted from marrying, and obliged by 
vow to fubmit to the embraces of every 
man of their own caff or feed, who fball 
requeft the favour. They are much ad- 
mired by the European gentlemen, whom 
they are very ready to oblige, as they find 
them fo much more generous than their 
own countrymen. 

The Mahometans, or, as they are here 
called, the Moormen, are a very different 


race 
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race of people from the Gentoos. They are 


not originally natives of the country, but 
having formerly overrun it by force of 
arms, they ftill keep poffeffion of what they 
won by their valour, nor will the pufillani- 
mous Gentoos ever recover the loft inherit- 
ance of their forefathers, till thev have 
fhaken off thofe fhackles which fuperftition 
and prieftcraft have impofed upon them. 
The Moormen are all foldiers of fortune, 
and their fvord is their religion. They 
boaft that they derive their defcent from 
the mighty Tamerlane, and to fuch a pitch 
do they carry their veneration for their 
noble anceftor, that they wmuld punifh the 
llighteft word of difrefpeft againft his name 
with the immediate death of the offender. 


On the twentieth we fhall re-embark, 
and proceed on our voyage to Bengal, where, 
if I find the fame hofpitable manners and 
as rough agreeable fociety as I have experi- 
enced 
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enced at Madras, I fhall think the dangers 
of the voyage amply compenfated, and fhall 
heartily congratulate myfelf on my arrival 
in a country, where, amidft the dazzling 
temptations of wealth, the purfuit of riches 
is not fuffered to interfere with the plea- 
fares of focial intercourfe. 


LETTER 


1 / V 

( 4-5 J 

I ; ; ; . ,, ■ : ■•■.w i 

LETTER VII. 

Calcutta, OB* 177 . 4 # 

O N the tenth of laR month we arrived in 
the river Hughley, and came to an 
anchor at Culpee', where a Budgeroe, or 
Indian boat, fomewhat refembling a Rate 
] " barge upon the Thames, attended from 

my friend Hancock to convey me to Cal- 
cutta. The navigation of the Hughley is 
extremely dangerous, from the continual 
drifting of the fands, and from the nu- 
\) merous fhoals, again ft which the fhips are 

guarded by buoys placed at certain dis- 
tances, and are directed by fmall pilot 
floops, which at the Company’s expence 
eonftantly attend' the Indiamen. On the 
banks of the river Rands Fort William, 
which is considerably larger than Madras, 

and 
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and is garrifoned by an European regiment 
and by feveral companies of Seapoys or 
native fbldiers. About a mile farther is 
the town of Calcutta, which is near three 
leagues in circumference, and is fo irregu- 
larly built, that it looks as if the houfes 
had been placed wherever chance di reded ; 
here the lofty manfion of an Englifh Chief, 
and there the thatched hovel of an Indian 
cooly. The Bezars, or markets, which 
{land in the middle of the town, are flreets 
of miferable huts, and every Indiaman who 
occupies one of thefe is called a merchant. 
There is a noble playhoufe -‘-but no church, 
the want of which is fupplied by a fpacious 
apartment in. the old fort, adjoining to 
the room fo well known by the name of 
the Black Hole, and rendered famous by the 
deaths of our unfortunate countrymen, 
when the Nabob Su rajah Dowlah took 
Calcutta by {form. An Englifh lady, who 
law her hufband perifh at her feet, furvived 
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j that miferable cataftrophe, and the tyrant 

: was fo captivated with her beauty, that he 

promoted her to the honour of his bed, and 
fhe remained feven years in his ieraglio,' 
when fire was releafed, at the requeft of 
Governor Vanfittart, and is now alive at 
Calcutta* 

You know I went out particularly re- 
i commended to Mr. Hancock, whom I 

formerly knew in England, and whofe lady 
is my near relation. I want words to ex- 
prefs my gratitude for the favours with 
which this gentleman has loaded me. He 
has given me an apartment inhis houfe, has 
|| furnifhed me with a fuperfiuity of all the 

articles of drefs, &c. and even granted me 
: an unlimited order for money on his Sarcar 

: or cafla-bearer. You will perhaps laugh at 

! the idea of cafh-bearer, but 1 a flu re you in 

this country no gentleman takes the trouble 
of keeping his own money. It is entruhed 

| 
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to the Sarcar, whofe friends ate refponfibls 
for his honefty, and to him all tradefmens 
bills, and demands for the current ex- 
pences of the houfe, are prefented the fir ft 
of every month. This man is under the 
controul of the Banyan or head fteward, who 
hires and difcharges all inferior domefiica 
at his pleafure, and is the agent in all com- 
mercial concerns. I have been prefented to 
the Governor General by Mr. Hancock, 
who has been for many years on terms of 
the moft intimate friendfhip with him, and. 
to whofe recommendation he never fails of 
paying immediate attention. The manners 
of Mr. Haftings are extremely engaging, 
and his deportment totally void of that of~ 
tentatiolis pride, which too often throws a 
lhade over the virtues of thofe men, in 
whom fuch fupreme authority is vefted. 
He poffeffes a great fund of clafiical learn- 
ing, and is perfect mafter of the Oriental 
languages. But the mofl amiable part of 

his 
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his character is his attention to the diftref- 
fes of the indigent. To him the widow 
and the fatherlefs never apply in vain for 
relief, nor has he ever been known to with- 
hold the pitying hand of charity from thofe 
obje&s, whofe poverty has been the effect 
of misfortune and not of vice. I have re- 
el ved the mod: flattering aflurances from 
him, that fome proviflon fliall be made for 
me in the military line ; and I underftand 
from my friend, that it is the intention of 
the Governor to procure me a lucrative ap- 
pointment in the fervice of the Nabob of 
Oude. At prefent I fhall continue to refi.de 
with Mr. Hancock, whofe general know- 
ledge of mankind renders him a mod: agree- 
able companion, and who, though upwards 
of fifty years of age, ftill retains all the fire' 
and pleafantry of youth. 


The principal diverfions of Calcutta are 
halls, card parties, and what are called the 
E Europe 
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Europe fhops, which are literally maga-' 
zines of every European article either of 
luxury or convenience. Thefe early in the : 
morning are the public rendezvous of the 
Idle and the gay, who here propagate the 
fcandal of the day, and purchafe at an im- 
moderate price the toys of Mr^ Pinchbeck, 
and the frippery of T aviftock-flreet. In the 
evening the roads for feveral miles round 
the town are filled with chariots, whifkeys, 
and phaetons, each horfe being attended by 
a naked black, who trots clofe to the car- 
riage, covered with fweat and dull. The 
palanquins are like the fedan chairs in Eng- 
land, but carried on the Ihoulders of men, 
who fing a moll unmelodious long as they 
run along with their burthen. 

Moll of the gentlemen, who have refided 
any length of time in India, are much ad- 
dicted to the Hooka, a moil curious ma- 
chine for fmoaking tobacco through water,. 

the 
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the finoke being conveyed by a tube of 
amazing length, which is called a fhake, 
and is Wafhed with rofe-water. Even the 
writers, whole falary and perquilites fcarce 
amount to two hundred pounds a year, 
contrive to be attended wherever they go 
by their Hooka-burdaar, or fervant, whofe 
duty it is to teplenilh the Hooka with the 
neceffary ingredients; and to keep up the 
fire with his breath. But extravagant as 
the Englifh are in their Hooka, their equi- 
page, and their tables, yet all this is abfo- 
lute parfimony, when compared to the ex- 
pellees of a feraglio ; a luxury which only 
thofe can enjoy, whofe rank in the fervice 
entitles them to a princely income, and 
whofe Haram, like the ftate-horfes of a 
monarch, is confidered as a neceflary ap- 
pendage to Eaflern grandeur. However, 
you would think even this extravagance in 
fome degree pardonable, had you once ex- 
perienced the attradtive charms of an Afiatic 
E 2 beauty. 




C 


( S z ) 

beauty. I have feen ladies of the Genton 
call, fo exquifitely formed, with limbs fa 
divinely turned, and fueh exprefiion in 
their eyes, that if you can reconcile your- 
felf to their complexions, you muff ac- 
knowledge them not inferior to the moll: 
celebrated beauties of Europe. For my own 
part, I already begin to- think the dazzling, 
brightnels of a copper-coloured face in- 
finitely preferable to the pallid- and ficbly 
hue, which banifhes the rofes from the 
cheeks of the European fair, and reminds 
me of the death-fhuck countenance of La- 
zarus rifen from the grave. The Englifh. 
ladies are immoderately fond of dancing, an 
exercife ill calculated for the burning cli- 
mate of Bengal; and in my opinion, how- 
ever admiffible in cooler latitudes, not a 
little indelicate in a country, where the in- 
habitants are covered with no more deaths 
than what decency abfolutely requires. 
Imagine to yourfelf the lovely objeft of 
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your affections ready to expire with heat, 
•every limb trembling, and every feature 
diftorted -with fatigue, and her partner with 
a muffin handkerchief in each hand em- 
ployed in the delightful office of wiping 
down h.er face* while the big drops ftand 
impearled upon her forehead ; and then alk 
your own heart, if an Indian damfel, juft 
rifen from the limpid bath, in all the native 
charms .of cleanlinefs and artlefs beauty, is 
not much more likely to iufpire you with 
fentiments of defire and love. 


V 
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LETTER 


Calcutta, Dec * 1774 * 


TT THEN I laft wrote to my dear friend, 

* ’ I had flattered myfelf with the hopes 
of being fpeedily fixed in a fituation, which 
would have been attended with confiderable 
pleafure as well as profit, as I had pro- 
mifed myfelf an inexhauftible fund of enter-? 
tainment from vifiting the interior parts of 
India. Thefe hopes were at firfl: delayed 
by a violent inflammation of the liver, 
which, for three weeks, confined me to my 
bed, and are now totally cut off by the ar- 
rival of the newly appointed members of 
the Supreme Council, who uniformly op-? 
pofe every meafure that Mr. Haftings re- 
commends, and thus effectually deprive his 
dependants of that provifion, which they 
looked up to from his goodnefs and libe- 

rality. 
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ratify. I am now fo weak that I can fcarce- 
1 y hold my pen ; and I aflure you, that the 
'Knight of La Mancha could not boaft a 
more woeful countenance than what my 
looking-glafs now exhibits to my view. I 
attribute my diiorder to certain ads of in- 
temperance, which I have committed con- 
trary to the advice of Mr. Hancock, who 
moft kindly reprefented to me the fatal con- 
fequences of filling too many bumpers to 
the health of my abfent friends. However, 
I am now taught a lefibn by which I hope 
to profit in future, and fhall hencefor- 
ward he a better ceeonomift of my confti- 
tution. I think the old proverb, which 
fays, that misfortunes feldom come fingly, 
is now verified in me. I have received a 
letter from my father, reprobating in fevere 
terms my attachment to Mifs Rivers, and 
painting in the ftrongeft colours the folly 
of fuch romantic engagements. I confefs 
his opinion in fome degree to be juft, but 
E 4 I wifti 


I wifh that his letter had been couched in ■ 
more gentle terms. The fame fhip brought 
me alfo a packet from my Charlotte, by 
which I underftand that I had fcarcely 
failed from England before her old admirer 
at the Grove renewed his addreffes to her, 
and that her father feemed very much inr 
dined to countenance them. Mr. Rivers 
had not yet in plain terms declared his fen- 
timents, but had juft hinted to her the un- 
certainty of my return from India ; talked 
of the natural incoxlftancy of young men ; 
and dwelt much on the happinefs of that 
woman, who fhould be fo fortunate as to 
engage the affeftions of Mr. Greville. Her 
letter is filled with alternate expreftions of 
hope and fear, her concern at not hearing 
from me at every place where the imagines 
we touched during the voyage, and ends as 
it began with eternal vows of love and con- 
ftancy. • f 
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Such is the prefent fituation of my affairs. f 

My family is difpleafed with me ; I have \ 

already loft my hopes of promotion in Ben- : 

gal, and am likely to lofe my miftrefs at ! 

home. Mr. Hancock advifes me to return j 

tp Madras, where the recommendations of .. \ 

1 

Mr. Haftings to the Governor of Fort St. 3 

George cannot fail of procuring me a- com- | 

miflion, and where I may gather perhaps a 
greater quantity of military laurels than of ;j 

fterling gold. As foon as my health is per- I 

; V" 

fectly re-eftabliftied, I believe I fliall take 
his advice, for I fee very little profpedt of 
fucceeding here, as the numerous depen- 
dants, which have arrived in the train of 
the Judges, and of the new Commander in 
Chief of the Forces, will of courie be ap- . j 

pointed to all the polls of any emolument ; 
and I muft do thofe gentlemen the juftice 
to obfervc, that, both in number and rapa- 
city, they exactly referable an army of locufts 
font to devour the fruits of the .earth. 


The 
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The inhabitants of Calcutta feem to be 
not a little difpleafed at the new form of 
government, which the Judges, or, as they 
call themfelves, the Supreme Court of Ju- 
dicature in Bengal have already began to 
introduce. The Mayor’s Court is abolifhed, 
and the fame legal procefs which is ufed at 
Weftminfter now prevails. The Attornies, 
who have followed the Judges in learch of 
prey, as the carrion crows do an Indian army 
on its march, are extremely fuccefsful in 
Supporting the fpirit of litigation among 
the natives, who, like children, delighted 
with a new play- thing, are highly pleafed 
with the opportunity of harraffing one an- 
other by vexatious fuits ; and thofe pefts of 
iociety, called bailiffs, a fet of mifcreants 
hithei to little known in India, are now to 
be feen in every ftreet, watching for the un- 
happy victims devoted to legal perfecution. 
•C'ven the menial fervants are now tutored 
to breathe that infolent fpirit of Englifh H- 

/" centioufnefs, 
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centionfnefs, which teaches the Have to 
infult his mafter, and then bring his action 
of damages at Weftminfter, if defervedly 
chaflifed for his impudence. Arbitrary fines 
are daily impaled, on gentlemen who pre- 
fume to corredt their flaves ; and the houfe 
of the Chief Juftice of Bengal refembies 
the office of a trading magiftrate in Weft- 
minfter, who decides the fquabbles of 
oyfter- women, and picks up a livelihood by 
phe fale of fhilling warrants. 


LETTER 



'Calcutta, April , 1775 * 


np H E fame untoward deftlny, which 
has hitherto blafted all my profpefts, 
has ftiil purfued me, and I have within the 
Ihort fpace of a few revolving months ex- 
perienced all the variegated mifery of lick- 
nefs, Shipwreck, captivity, and hunger. 
Finding^my views in Bengal fo cruelly dis- 
appointed, and hoping that the recom- 
mendations of the Governor General would 
procure me a permanent eftablifhment at 
Madras, on Chriftmas day I bid adieu to 
my generous benefa&or, and embarked on 
board a country veffel, fo called in contra- 
diction to the lhips of Europe, and navi- 
gated by Lafcars, or Indian Sailors. We 
fell down the river without any accident, 
and the feafon of the year being not un- . 

favourable 
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favourable,, our Commander, who had been 
many years in the fervice, and was perfe&ly 
acquainted with the navigation of the 
Indian feas, flattered us with the agreeable 
profpedt of a fpeedy voyage to Madras. 
However, that ruling defiiny, which pre- 
fides over the events of this world, had 
ordained it otherwife, and I was doomed to 
meet with every aggravated diflrefs, which 
a tempeftuous fea and an inhofpitable fhore 
could heap upon me. 

On the 30th of December our pilot left 
its, and we congratulated ourfelves on our 
efcape from the fhoals and quickfands fo 
dangerous to inexperienced navigators in 
the mouth of the Ganges. On the firft of 
January, about feven in the evening, the 
wind frefhened fo much, and the fky bore 
fo threatening an appearance, that the Cap- 
tain thought it necefiary to take in part of 
his fails, ajad prepare for the approaching 

gale. 
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gale. Before five the next morning it blew 
a perfect hurricane, and in a few hours 
more the Lafcars, who are active enough in 
fine weather, but are moft egregious cow- 
ards in the moment of danger, were fo over- 
powered with fatigue and terror, that they 
forfook the deck ; nor could all the endea- 
vours of the Captain, who remonflrated, 
begged, and even threatened them with 
immediate death, bring them back to their 
duty. In this fituation, while the waves 
broke incefiantly over the deck, and fwept 
away every thing before them, we re- 
mained at the mercy of the elements till 
about two in the morning of the third, 
when the veffel fir ruck with fuch violence 
upon the ground, that the marts went over- 
board ; the lower parts of the Chip were 
filled with water, and we fat almoft petri- 
fied in the cabin, in momentary expectation 
of being launched into eternity. Under 
thefe fhocking circumftances, nearly fuf- 
' f'H:- . ■/ ' focated 
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focated with the water which poured in 
upon us, and trembling lead; the Chip fhould 
part, from the violence with which fbe 
thumped, we remained till the dawn of 
day, when, with difficulty, we crawled upon 
the deck, and difeovered land at the diftance 
of about fix leagues, furrounded by breakers, 
and feeming to tantalize us with a view of 
that fafety which we imagined beyond our 
reach. However, the Captain, whofe re- 
folution throughout this trying feene had 
never forfaken him, now recommended to 
tis to exert all our ftrength in preparing a 
raft, which might convey thofe on fhore 
whom the only remaining boat could not 
contain; and he entreated us not to negdedl: 
this opportunity which Providence had of- 
fered for our relief, while the fliip fhould 
hang together. Animated by his example, 
we laboured with all the diligence of men 
ftruggling for their lives, and foon com- 
pleted a raft of fuch booms and marts as 

the 
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the fea bad fpared us, and launched it upon 
the waves. On this aukward machine, fo 
haftilyput together, and fattened only with 
ropes, we embarked, twenty-fix in number, 
and committed ourielves to the ocean. In 
lefs than ten minutes we faw the boat, 
which the Lafcars had loaded to the water’s 
edge, overwhelmed by a mountainous wave, 
and aimoft at the fame inftant the fhip 
went to pieces, and the wretched part of 
the crew, who, ftupified with defpair, had 
awaited their fate upon the deck, were 
buried in one watery grave. It was not a 
ieafon for us to lament the fate of others. 
We each moment expedted to fhare the 
fame dettiny, having neither fail nor paddle 
to diredf our raft, when a huge furf over- 
fet the unwieldy machine, and twelve of 
our companions funk to rife no more. The 
reft with infinite difficulty regained the 
raft, which being now confiderably lighten- 
ed, the wind blew us gradually towards the 

; ffiore, 
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fhore, where, about half an hour before 
fua-fet, we landed, almoft fainting with fa- 
tigue and hunger, and our limbs fo be- 
numbed with cold, that we were utterly 
unable to feek for a place of fhelter, either 
from the inclemency of the weather, or 
from the fury of thofe beafts, which we 
apprehended would prove lefs merciful to us 
than the ocean which we had juft efcaped 
from; 

Our fears, however, proved groundlefs, 
and we recruited our wafted fpirits by a 
profound deep, uninterrupted by the vifitors 
Which we fo much dreaded, and whofe 
prefence afterwards became more familiar 
to us; Our firft objedt in the morning was 
to difcover a fpring of frefli water, that we 
might allay our thirft, through which we 
had fuffered confiderably during the laft four- 
and-twenty hours. This we were fortunate 
enough , to accomplifh, and we then com- 
F menced 
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snenced our journey along the fea-fhofev. 
and after travelling about two leagues ar- 
rived on the banks of a river, the water of 
which, we found brackifh and unpalatable. 
Here we obferved the footfleps of men, and 
from the fmoke which we perceived iffuing 
from amidft the trees in a neighbouring- 
grove, we juftly concluded that we fhould 
find an Indian village. As our circuin- 
ftances admitted of no hefitation, we march- 
ed- boldly on, and after purfuing. the trad 
for about a mile, we arrived at a fpot co- 
vered with a few paltry huts, the inhabi- 
tants of which fled precipitately at our ap- 
proach,- notwithstanding our tokens of fub- 
miffion, and the wretched appearance of 
eur defencelefs company, which was more 
calculated- to Infpire pity than terror. How- 
ever, as our appetites became rather pref- 
fing, we took poffeffion of their huts with- 
out ceremony, where we found abundance 
©f rice, and feveral earthen veffels filled 

■ with 
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With the liquor of the cocoa-nut, which 
proved a moft comfortable meal to poor 
creatures-, who had actually kept a moft 
rigid faft for at leaft three days. We had 
. fcarcely finifhed our breakfaft, and were 
forming our future plan of operations, when 
We were alarmed by the found of horns, 
trumpets, and feveral other uncouth inftru* 
ments, which the Indians make ufe of when 
they go to battle ; and peeping out of our 
hiding places;, we found ourfelves furround- 
ed by at leaft five hundred men, armed with 
matchlocks, pikes, fibres, and bows of an 
amazing length. We immediately im- 
plored their mercy and prote&ion. by the 
moft fubmiffive geftures, and fortunately a 
Lafcar fpeaking the language of the country, 
explained to them the circupiftances of our 
Ihlpwreck, and affined them they fhould 
be moft liberally rewarded, if they would 
condud us to the neareft Englifh fettlement. 
An elderly Indian, who, from the, refped 
F 2 which 
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which the reft paid him, appeared tt> be' 
their Chief, allured us of bis protection,, 
and ordered us to be conducted to a hovel on 
the outlkirts of the village, where we were 
defired by our guards to repofe ourfelves, 
and were permitted the honour of fitting 
down among their oxen, which in India 
are ufed as beafts of burthen, and enjoy at 
leaft as comfortable habitations as their 
mafters.. They did not, however, omit the 
previous ceremony of {tripping us of every 
thing valuable we had about us. Our 
watches, buckles, and what little money we 
had in our pockets were foon taken from us, 
with as much avidity and as little ceremony 
as if we had been caft away on the weftern 
coaftiof England, and fallen into the hands 
of .the humane inhabitants of Cornwall.. 

We found that the fatal fpot, where our 
{hip and the major part of her unhappy crew 
had. perilhed, was called. Carrica Bay, fitu* 
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*a‘te midway between Point Palmyra and 
Falfe Point, places well known to the 
Indian navigators, and, like Charybdis of 
old, rendered famous by the deiiruftion of 
unfortunate mariners. W e were now re- 
duced to the miferable lituation of fubf fting 
on the charity of favages, naked, helplefs, 
and imploring the pity of the inhabi- 
tants of that once happy country, whofe 
provinces have been defolated, and whofe 
ions have fo oft been facrificed on the altars 
of European avarice. However, our cap- 
tivity was not of long continuance ; a Laf- 
car having found" the means to efcape to 
Bala fore, where he •communicated the par- 
ticulars of our did refs to the EngUfh Reli- 
dent, and convinced him -of the neceflily cf 
taking fome fpeedy meafures for cur relief 
Mr. Marriot, whole humanity and Oenevo- 
lence I lhall ever acknowledge in die ruc,i* u 


terms of gratitude, made .immediate- ar 
nation to the Rajah of Catack, then in 
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liance with the Company, to whofe authority 
our mailers were, in fome degree, fubject, 
and procured an order for our releafe, and 
for a guard to attend us to Baiafbre. • \ 
believe little attention would have been paid 
to this order, had not Mr. Marriot pru- 
dently hinted to the Rajah, the confequence 
of the Governor General’s difpleafure, fhould 
the fervants of the Company b,e detained or 
ill-treated in thofe diitridts over which he 
prefided, This had its proper effect upon 
the Rajah, who, took fuch effectual fteps to, 
reft ore us to our liberty, that on the twenty- 
fixth of February we were permitted to, 
proceed on our journey, and ivere efcorted 
by a body of men fufficient to protefl us 
from infults upon the road. Our little 
company was now reduced to four Euro- 
peans, and fix Lafcars, the fecond mate 
of the fhip having fallen a martyr to fa- 
tigue and ficknefs ; Mr. Edwards, a writer 
on the Madras eflablifhment, a moft ami- 
able 


( 7 ' 1 

able young -man, and who deferved a better 
fate, having expired in the greateft agonies 
from the bite of a fnake ; and a Portugueze 
furgeon having fuddenly clifappeared, whe- 
ther, after the example of the Laicar, he 
efcaped to feme neighbouring fettlement, or 
was devoured by tygers in the woods, we 
never learnt. We proceeded, by eafy 
marches, through a country beautiful by 
nature, but utterly deftitute of cultivation ; 
and, for the firff three days, met with no 
accident that could interrupt our tranquil- 
lity, or diminifh the joy we felt at our 
approaching deliverance. On the morning 
of the fourth, as we travelled along the fide 
of a large wood, the chief mate unfortu- 
nately loitering behind, and perhaps carelefs 
from the fecurity of the preceding days, 
was feixed by a tyger that had lurked be- 
neath a thicket, and was carried inffantly 
from our view, in fpite of all our endea- 
vours, and the united efforts of our p'uard 
F $ to 
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to Hive him. It is remarkable, that this 
•unhappy man had ever treated the Lafcars 
under his command with fuch feverity, 
that his name infpired them with terror. It 
was believed, that more than one had died 
through his cruelty ; and, during the few 
days which preceded our fhipwreck, he had 
omitted no opportunity of chaftifing thefe, 
inoffenfive creatures for the moft trifling 
fault. I fincerely pitied him in the mo- 
ment of his untimely death, but, I think, I 
fhall . not be deemed uncharitable, if I ex- 
prefs a wifh, that every tyrant may meet a 
limilar fate. For where fhall the oppreflor 
of his fellow-creatures find fo proper a 
tomb, as in the maw of the moft ferocious, 
of the brute creation ? 

During the reft of our journey we met 
with no other inconvenience than what 
mu ft necefl'arily arife from fatigue, and 
from the want of ihoes to protect our feet 

from 
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! . ffom the loofe Hones, of which the roads 

were full, and on the fifteenth of March 
: arrived fafe at Balafore. Here we were 

entertained with every poffible mark of at- 
tention by Mr. Marriot, who furnilhed us 
with wearing' apparel in great abundance, 
and politely infilled on our remaining a few 
days with him, that we might, at his hof- 
pitable table, recover health and Ipirits to 
profecute our journey to Calcutta. We 
Ipent a moll agreeable week with this 
worthy gentleman, to whom I lhall ever 
hold myfelf indebted for my deliverance 
from captivity and death; and then em- 
barked in a fmalllloop for Calcutta, which 
we reached without any accident, to the 
furprize and joy of our friends, who had 
luppofed us buried in the ocean, and now 
received us as men rifen from the grave. 
My obligations to Mr. Hancock on this 
pccalion, are beyond the power of words to 
pprels. He had, with unfeigned lorrow, 

lamented 
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lamented my untimely end, and he now 
welcomed my return to life and liberty 
with tears of fincere affe&ion. The Gover- 
nor General too, whole generous heart ever 
feels for the diftreffes of the unfortunate, 
in the poll t eft: terms congratulated me on 
my deliverance, and renewed his offer of 
recommendations to Madras. 

In a very few days I lhall again tempt 
the faithlefs ocean, but fhall previoufly ap- 
peafe the God of Tempefts, by frequent li- 
bations of Mr. Hancock’s claret, which, I 
believe, to be full as acceptable an offering 
as the celebrated Falernum of the ancients. 


LETTER 
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LETTER X, 

Madras s June* 1775 * 

TV /T Y deareft friend’s letter, which I re- 
ceived a few days after my arrival 
at Madras, has given me the higheft fatif- 
faftion. Indeed I know of no pleafure equal 
to that of hearing from an abfent friend, 
and enjoying that mutual intercourfe of fen- 
timents, of which even the vaft expanfe of 
ocean, that divides us, cannot rob us. Your 
interview with my father, whofe goodnefs 
of heart has ever been confpicuous, though 
fometimes the violence of his paffions may 
rife fuperior to his natural benevolence, 
will, I doubt not, be produftive of the de- 
nted advantage to me. His refentment 
will of courfe fubfide, when the caufe from 
^vhich it fprang has ceafed, and the mar* 

wm 
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■riage of Mifs Rivers, which, I fuppofe my 
aiext packet will announce, will obliterate 
the remembrance of every pail folly. I 
allure you, I blame not Mifs Rivers. I ac- 
cufe her not of broken vows, nor do I in- 
voke the offended God of Love to punilh 
the inconftant fair. The days of romantic 
court Hi ip have long been over, and Arcadian 
fcenes. of cottage felicity have loft their 
charms. I think ihe has dilplayed no little 
judgment in preferring a prefent eftablifh- 
ment to a future uncertain profpeht, and I 
molt fincerely wilh her happy. 

My own fituation begins already to afford 
tne the moft flattering proipedt. 1 arrived 
at this agreeable place on the thirtieth of 
laft month, after a paffage of five weeks, 
which, at this time of the year, is far from 
tedious. I refide at prefent with Mr. 
Adams, who is Matter Intendant at Fort 
St. George, and has, bcfides the houfe al- 
lowed 
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lowed'him by the Company, a moft elegant 
little manfion in the parifh of St. Thomas, 
about a league diftant from Madras. To-' 
the Governor of Madras I wanted no intro* 
du&ion, as I had on my firft arrival at India 
the honour of being prefented to him ; and- 
the letter which I now brought from Mr. 
Haftings enfured me a favourable reception. 
However, my expectations from this quar- 
ter I knew to be inconfiderable, as an En- 
figncy in the Company’s fervice was the 1 
moft' I- had a* right. to expedfc, or indeed was - 
in the power of the Governor to bellow. 
This, however, was not to-be rerafcd; and 1 
a commiffion has been given me with the. 
pay of five {hillings a day ; an income, nor 
only infufficient to procure the luxuries or 
life, but even greatly inadequate to the- 
common neceffaries. F rom General' Jofeph 
Smith, Commander in Chief of the Forces- 
en this coaft, I had farther views, and iiv 
thefe I have fortunately fucceeded. I have- 

mentioned. 
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mentioned to you, in a former letter, that 
the Nabob of Arcot had feveral regiments 
commanded by European Officers, whole 
falaries were confiderable, and whofe emo- 
luments, from the nature of their commands, 
far removed from the capital, and fubjedh 
only to military law, muft be very great 5 
an appointment under this Prince appeared 
to me to be no defpicable objedt, nor did I 
hefltate to prefer the fervice of an Indian 
Monarch to the honour, however great- it 
may be deemed, of carrying arms in the 
employment of a Trading Company. Gene* 
ral Smith approved of my intentions, and 
introduced me in fuch terms to the Nabob, 
that I have been at once promoted to the 
command of a troop of horfe, and I am now 
a conftant attendant at the Durbar, till I 
fhall receive orders to join my corps, which 
is encamped near two hundred miles to the 
Southward of Madras, on the banks of the 
river Colleroon. 


From. 
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From the Ihort vifit, which. I before paid 
to Madras, I had entertained the moft fa- 
vourable ideas of a place, whofe inhabitants 
1 found fo perfe&ly fociable with each other, 
and fo truly hofpitable to Grangers. I am 
happy to fay, that a nearer view has not in 
the fmalleft degree altered my fentiments, or 
induced me to feel any other regret for the 
fettlement which I have left, than what 
gratitude naturally infpires me with for the 
lofs of a friend, to whofe kind exertions I 
owe my prefent fortunate fituation. 

Under the friendly roof of Mr. Adams I 
enjoy all the luxuries of life, in a moft un- 
limited degree. I have horfes and fervants at 
my command ; a palanquin, when the heat 
renders the exercife of riding inconvenient; 
and I have free accefs to the palace of the 
Nabob, who is uncommonly affable in his 
manners, and poffefTes none of that ferocity 
which we fuppofe infeparable from a de* 
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fpotic Monarch of the Eaft, who too fre- 
quently wades to an ufurped throne through 
the blood of his predecefi'or ; and whom the 
pleafures of the Haram, and the intoxicating^ 
gratification of fenfual appetites, render, in 
his turn, an eafy viftim to an ambitious 
Minifter, and a venal foldiery. ■ 

The nature of a delpotic government is in 
all countries nearly the fame,* The Monarch 
is above' the law, and fo long as he can fup- 
port his authority, his fubjefls bow fub- 
mifiive to his tyrannic nod ; but his power 
depends on the fidelity of his, guards, and 
he is himfelf the {lave of that very army 
which he nfes- as the inftrument of opprei- 1 
fion and of arbitrary fway. . 

The army of an E after n defpot is con-' 
trouled only by its own intereft-or caprice, 
and fo were once the mighty legions of 
Rome. No fooner was the Senate roufed 
i b 7 


by a fpirlt of liberty, and by a fenfe of its 
former great'nefs, than the fword of the 
Praetorian bands crufhed Suddenly the as- 
piring emulation. A diflfolute Soldiery thnift 
imperial Galba from the throne, when. 
Rome was the unrivalled toiftrefs of the 
world; and Nadir Shaw, a mere adventurer, 
carried fire and fword into the heart of India, 
and obliged even the Great Mogul to tremble 
©n his throne. 
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LETTER XI. 

r — 

* * . . s . v \; 

i 

Madras , 'July* 1775 * 

A/T AH O MET Alley, Nabob, of Arcot 
X ▼ JL an( j 0 f t} ie Carnatic, is defc ended 
from a Tartar family- His anceftors were 
among thofe bold adventurers, who dif- 
dained to dwell in the humble tents of their 
native country,, and who found it by no; 
means difficult to ufurp the thrones of pu- 
fillanimous Gentoo Princes, by their natu- 
ral inactivity, and by the invincible {hackles- 
of fuperftition, rendered an eafy prey to* 
each foreign invader. Their belief of the 
Pythagorean dodtrine forbids tlieir fhedding, 
the blood of the me an ell reptile that ex- 
ifts, and, though they will patiently endure 
the approach of death, from a full perfua- 
f.on, that they fhall reanimate fome other 

body. 
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body, yet they will not exert themfelves in 
the defence of their lives and property ; a 
fufficient proof, that fel'f-prefervotion is not 
nniverfally the firft law of Nature. 


The Nabob has three fans, the eldeft of 
whom, Omdit U1 Omrah, is of a mild 
difpofition, totally loft in the pleafures of 
the feraglio, and is indeed little more than, 
a ftatte prilbner in his own palace. The 
fecond. Ameer U1 Omrah, who is the fa- 
vourite of his father, is inverted with the 
fupreme military command, and to him 
chiefly the Englifh pay their court. He 
is enterprifing, deceitful, and unprincipled* 
and would long ago have embrued his hands 
in the blood of his family, had not his fa- 
ther, rendered wife by experience, removed 
his Court from Arcot, and refided under 
the immediate protection of the Governor 
and Council of Madras. The Nabob well 
knew how little the facred names of parent 
G 2 and 
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an d of brother avail to- reftrain an a fp I ring 
tyrant, and he was aware, that the crime 
of the detefted parricide is foon. loft in the* 
pomp and fplendor which fur round the fuc- ! 
cdsfui Monarch. The youngeft of the- 
royal offspring is called Zapbarah Mnlk, 
and is educated among the women of the* 
feraglio, where, from his earlieft infancy, he 
is taught 1 to imbibe the feeds of vise, and' 
whence, at the age of manhood, he will 7 
emerge in a ftete of the moft- deplorable, 
ignorance,. 

The , revenues*- off the Nabob a rife from 
the rents of the country, which is parcelled 
out in diftricts to his Viceroys,, and by them 
let in fmaller divisions to petty Governors,, 
whoj at their pleafure, diftribute them to 
the farmers, allowing to each fuch a pro- 
portion as he can .find the means to cultivate, , 
The farmers,, after they have gathered in 
their grain, pay to the colleftor& of the re- 
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venues a Fum, equal to one third of tire 
•original produce of : the land; and thefe 
I taxes are exacted with fuoh feverity, and 

4 without the fmalleff regard to a bad crop, 

•or to any of the unforefeen accidents which 
! diftrefs'the hufhandmari, that it is a matter 

of aftonifhment to me how the poor Indian 
•can pay his rent, and fupport his family. 
You may judge what a climax of oppref- 
y v fion this form of Government mud; give 

room to. The renters, according to their 1 
different degrees of authority, opprefs each 
•other, and the Nabob feldom fails of ex- 
* tortihg cohfiderable dims from the princi- 

pal, to whom an invitation to Court is the 
| certain fignah that he muff refund his ill- 

gotten wealth, and deliver up to his rapacious 

I ' mailer thole treafures, which, by a cruel 

| r ; . . '• 

: i : gradation of tyranny, have been fqueezed 

from tile induftrious labourer. 

| '' ' : : ■' ' 
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How far the Brahmins, who are now 
the Magi of the Eaft, may be right in their 
Chronology, I will not pretend to fay, 
They trace back the hiftory of Indoftan to, 
the reign of an Emperor, who flourifhed 
two thoufand years before the birth of 
Chrift, and whofe pofterity fat fifteen cen- 
turies upon the throne, when the fupinenels 
of fome luxurious Monarch induced the 
difaffe&ed nobles to rebel, who, like the 
Generals of Alexander the Great,,divided the 
empire among themfelves, and railed up 
feparate kingdoms of their own. This af- 
forded an opening to the wandering tribes 
ot Tartary, and to thole ambitious Cap-; 
tains of the Perfian army, who, inured to 
the. hardships of the field, and thirfling after 
plunder, poured like a fierce torrent over 
the provinces of India, and eafily fubdued 
a people weakened by intefline broils, and 
enervated by eafe and luxury. 
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You will here alk, how the Gentoos, 
whom 1 have defcribed as equally incapable 
of defending themfelves as of invading the 
rights'of others, came to forget their prin-' 
ci-ples and their cafb, and to engage in the 
purfuits of war., I fhould have informed 
you, that the fighting cait, of which the 
Rajahpoots and the Marattas are the chief, || 

are an exception to this rule,. The former 
of thefe originally compofed the body- 
guards of their Princes, whence they derive 
their name ; and the latter are a moft for- 
midable nation, inhabiting the coaft of Ma- 
labar, and extending acrofs the Peninfula of 
India, almoft to the Coromandel CoafL 
They bring into the field numerous armies, 
mounted on fleet and beautiful horfes ; and 
they mark their footfireps by the moft fhock- 
ing fcenes of plunder and devaluation, In- 
doftan has frequently fuffered from their 
encroachments, and even the force of Eu- 
ropean difcipline has hardly retrained the 
G 4 violence ■ 
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violence of thefe invaders, who ru£h upon 
their foe without order and regularity, like 
a herd of warlike animals, armed bytjhe foie 
hand of Nature ; and are as expeditious in 
their retreat as they are furious in thei^ 
firft attack. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 

Madras 9 July, 1775 , 

I Yeflerday faw amoft extraordinary in* 
fiance of the power which fuperflition 
has over the human mind. Returning from 
the Durbar, I perceived in a field adjoining 
to the road a croud of people aflembled 
round a impi, who was fufpended by the 
heels from a kind of gallows, and was 
Twinging backwards and forwards over a 
flow fire. I enquired what crime he had 
committed tp merit fo curious a punifhment, 
and was informed tl>at he was a holy man, 
who had devoted himfelf to the fervice of 
the Almighty, and had made a folemn vow 
that he would daily undergo this voluntary 
penance, till it fhould pleafe the Supreme 
Peing tp. receive him into the manfions of 

the 
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tlie happy. I hud thefe a£ts of mortifica- 
tion are very frequent, and the credulous 
Indians are taught by their pr lefts to be* 
lieve, that the antic tricks of a wretch 
quivering under felf-inflided tortures, are 
an offering highly acceptable to God. 

I have at laic been honoured with my 
leave of audience, and ihall, in a few. days, 
bid adieu to Madras. I have already pre- 
pared every thing for my 'journey, have ar- 
ranged my domeftic eftablifhment, and I 
anticipate the joy I Ihall feel when mounted 
on an Arabian charger, at the head' of my 
whifkered troopers, whole courage, I hope, 
will fully correfpoftd with tHeir ferocious 
looks. I have feen detachments from feverai 
of the regiments, and, I allure you, their 
appearance is truly matial. The infantry 
I cannot fay much in praife of. They are 
r.fjally twelve months in arrears, and, of 
;y’ - vA courfc, 
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courfe, their officers cannot enforce that 
regularity of difcipline, which pan only be 
kept up in the armies of a Prince, who con-? 
defcends to be pundual in his payments, • 

The garrifon of Fort St, George confitts 
pf feveral companies of Englifh infantry, 
a rcfpeffable body of artillery, and a bat- 
talion of feapoys, who endure that fatigue 
in the field, under which European confti- 
tutions would fink, and who have, in va- 
rious engagements, difplayed a perfeverance 
apd refolutipn tfiat would do honour to the 
mod: hardy veterans, Their pay, which, 
pon fide ring the cheapnefs of rice, on which 
an Indian ajmofi: entirely fublifts, is more 
than equal to all their wants, is given them 
without any deduction, on the firtt of every 
month, nor dp the officers lie under thofe 
ftoppages fo injurious to the Britifh army, 
which enrich the agent or the pay matter, 

while 


while me uniortunate iubaltern is dep; 
of a mite of that fcanty fubfiftence 
adequate to the neceflary expences of a 
deman. ' ' ’ ■' 

» 
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LETTER XIII. 

Chillingirum, September, 

I AM at laft comfortably fettled in my 
new quarters, which I reached the 
eighteenth day after I left Fort St, George. 
My route extended along the fea-coaft, but 
was not diverfified by that variety of profpect 
fo ornamental to the environs of Madras ; 
nor did I find the country fo populous, or 
fo well cultivated as I expected, I fpent 
two days at Pondicherry, the principal fet^ 
tlement belonging to the French in India, 
but containing little worthy the attention 
of a traveller. The fort appears to be 
ftrong, and the works are. numerous. The 
garrilbn confifts of a battalion of the King’s 
troops, and about fifteen hundred feapoys. 
From Pondicherry I proceeded to Cudda- 

lore. 
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lore, a fort of confiderable extent, but in a 
xnofl fluttered condition, fituateon the mod 
beautiful fpot in India, and diftant about a 
mile from the ruins of Fort St. David’s, 
which, at the clofe of the lafi: war, was given 
op to the French, and the fortifications 
levelled with the ground. I was here moll 
politely entertained by Captain Harcourt 
Woodhoufe, formerly of the County of 
Hertfordfhire, who, after having fpent a 
confiderable fortune, in every fpecies of 
fafhionable difiipation, entered into the fer- 
vice of the Company ; and though in his 
Seventieth year, {fill retains a great fhare of 
that a&ivity and vigour, for which he was 
diftinguiflied in his youthful days. From 
Cuddalore, I travelled by ealy journevs 
to the plains of Chiliingbrum, where our 
regiment is cantoned, on the Hurts of a 
pleafant village, having a finall river in the . 
rear, and a beautiful proipect of woods, rice- 
fields, and lofty pagodas in the front. 


What 
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What is here called a regiment of ca- 
valry, but which would more properly bear 
the name of legion, confifts of fix troops 
of dragoons-,- to which four companies of 
infantry and one of artillery are attached, 
with four light field-pieces, which have 
lately been drawn by horfes, contrary to 
the cuftom of the Mahometans, who, from 
time immemorial, have ufed oxen and buf- 
faloes for draught, and whofe obftinacy fel- 
dom permits them to get the better of an 
eftablifhed prejudice. This corps is com- 
manded by one European Captain, two 
Lieutenants, and fix Cornets, as Field- 
officers and Captains, and under them by 
Subedars and Jamedars, who do the duty 
of fubalterns, and who are men of high 
military reputation, as they rife only by 
their merit, and are obliged to go- through 
each fubordinate flation, before they attain 
the rank of officer. The infantry is under 
the feparate command of two fubalterns, 

and 
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and the artillery tinder a Lieutenant fire*- 
worker. Each regiment is attended by its 
own Bezaar, or travelling market, which 
confifts of a long ftreetof fhops, that pay 
a fmall tax to -the commanding officer. 
The police of the Bezaar is regulated by a 
Cutwall, or magiftrate of the market, who 
fettles the price of provifions and the ex- 
change of money v and inflicts arbitrary pu- 
nifliments on fuch perfons as are convifted 
of frauds, or offend againft the eftablifhed 
rules of the Bezaar. The money-changers, 
who are mentioned in holy writ to have 
been driven out of the Temple, are to be 
found in every part of India. Their cuf 
toms have been handed down, unaltered, 
to the prelent hour, and their principles are 
not in the leaf; changed for the better* 
They are extremely dexterous in impofing 
bad money on the ignorant, and if detected 
in the attempt, they moft impudently 
deny the fa£t, and with great fluency 

of 
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bf abufe retort their charge upon the ac* 
£ufer, 

The introduction of modern difcipline 
into the Indian armies has been the work 
of infinite labour and difficulty, and the 
Nabob of Arcot is the only Prince Who has 
yet brought it to the leaft perfection. The 
even ranks into which European foldiers 
form themfelvesj the uninterrupted gra- 
dation of obedience, from the chief com- 
mander down to the private man, and that 
regular order in which they march into 
-battle, and which they preferve, even in the 
heat of action, appeared to the untutored 
Indians as the effeCts of magic 5 and they 
confidered thofe men who could, undaunted* 
expofe themfelves to certain death, and who 
coolly filled up each interval, when the 
murdering cannon had fwept away half their 
ranks, as beings of an order fuperior to the 
common race of mortals, whom it was equally 
H impoffible 
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impofiible either to refill Or imitate. . Ex- 
perience, however, has taught them the 
contrary, and they now acknowledge the 
force of difcipline, and are fenfible that the- 
mod; deflrudtive weapons are ufelefs, in the 
hands of men who difdain the afiifiance of 
art, and, like the ferocious inhabitants of 
their native woods, repofe a blind confi- 
dence in that courage, which only leads 
them to more certain ruin* 


LETTER, 
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LETTER XIV*- J 

Chillingbrum 9 O Bober 9 

I AM juft returned from an expedition 
againft a party of Collories, or favage 
banditti, inhabiting the fpacious woods 
which extend through the greateft part of 
the Carnatic, and who live by the plunder 
of fuch unfortunate travellers as fall into 
their hands, and often in large bodies at- 
tack thofe villages which they know to be 
unprotected by feapoys. Servants who have 
robbed their matters, deferters from the 
army, and thieves of every defcription, con- 
tinually join theft people, who refide in the 
midft of forefts impenetrable to regular 
troops, where they have little communities 
qf their own, and are governed by chiefs, 
whofe daring actions and fuperior villainy 
have rendered them worth j the honour of 
H 2 fupreme 
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iupreme command. We were alarmed. i|5§ 
the dead of night by repeated mefiages from 
the Zemindar of a village, about ten miles 
diftant from our cantonments, entreating 
our immediate affiftance againft a numerous 
body of Collories, who had furprized the 
defencelefs inhabitants, and fet fire to their 
huts, after Gripping them of every thing 
that was worth the trouble of taking away. 
This news, however unpleafant the cir- 
cumftance muft have been to the poor 
frightened villagers, was highly agreeable 
to us, as we had long wiffied for an oppor- 
tunity of chaffifing thefe robbers, who had 
even deceived the vigilance of our Gentries, 
and more than once availed therafelves of 
the darknefs off the nights to Ideal the horfes 
of the Indian officers, which were piclcetted 
at the fkirts of the cantonments. Two 
hundred of our men Were mounted with 
the utmoft hafte, and the management of 
this expedition given to me, not a little 

proud. 
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.proud, I allure you, of being fo foon en- 
frr lifted with fuch a weighty command. I 
marched with as much difpatch as the 
darknefs and the uneven road would permit, 
and arrived, juft at the break .of day, on 
the fcene of aftion, where the enemy, little, 
expe&iug our approach, were carelefsly 
packing up their plunder, and were going 
oft' in Mattered parties, perfe&ly fatisfied 
with the iuccefs of their enterprize. Our 
fudden arrival threw them into the greateft: 
confternation, the major part immediately 
fecking their fafety in flight, and iome few, 
whom defpair had rendered valiant, dif- 
charging their matchlocks, and rulhing 
among us with their pikes and fabres. 
However, this unequal conteft was loon 
decided, about feyen-and- twenty of the moft 
daring lying dead upon the fpot, and near 
twice that number haying proftrated them* 
Selves on the ground and begged for quarter, 
•which I had no little difficulty in perfuadlng 
H 3 thp 


the enraged feapoys to grant them, even 
the Indian officers having killed and 
wounded feveral who on their knees im- 
plored their lives. The lofs we have fuf- 
tained on this occafion is inconfiderable, 
only one feapoy being killed, and a jamedar 
and three horfes feverely wounded. The 
country people, who had now returned to 
the village* affifted us in fecuring our pri* 
loners, who were confined under a fufficient 
guard within the walls of a pagoda, while 
we procured fome refrefhment for ourfelves 
and horfes. The Zemindar, whofe inner 
apartments had been rummaged, and even 
his women ftripped of their bracelets and 
other ornaments, overwhelmed me with 
civilities, and covered my fhoulders with a 
. beautiful fhawl. I fpent the remaining 
part of the day with him, and the follow- 
ing morning conduced my prifoners to 
Wariapollum, a little fort garrifoned by 
the Nabob’s feapovs* and built on purpole 
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to check the inroads of this banditti. Here 
I law upwards of a hundred of the fame 
gentry, who had been taken at different 
times, and had fuffered the amputation of 
the right foot and left hand, as an example 
to their brethren, and to deprive them of 
the power* of committing farther mifchief. 
Twelve of my prifoners immediately under- 
went the fame operation, and were con- 
demned to perpetual imprifonment, loaded 
with chains of an enormous weight, and 
allowed juft a fufficiency of rice and water 
to preferve their lives, and to prolong their 
mifery. 

I fpent two days at Wariapollum, the 
Commandant of which is a German, highly 
in favour with the Nabob, and has been a 
foldier of fortune from his cradle. Taking 
an evening walk with him through the vii- 
lage which furrounds the fort, I law a moft 
Shocking inftance of the fatal effects which 
Id ; aa e 
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are to be produced by the bite of a fnake, 
A man, in cultivating his little garden, trod 
upon one of the mod: venomous fpecies* 
called by the Indians the Covery Capelle, 
and known tp travellers, by the name of the 
hooded ferpent. The creature bit him ill 
the leg, a little above the ankle, and in left 
than half an hour, the unfortunate wretclx 
expired in the greateft agonies. The na? 
lives, who are grofsly deficient in medical 
Ikill, know of no remedy again ft the poifqii 
of a fnake. The venom of a Scorpion or 
Centipede, is removed by the application of 
the fnake- ftone, which, after it has ab~ 
forbed the poifon, drops p,ff immediately, 
and if put into water or milk, hifles fo.r 
fpveral minutes, and turns the latter as 
green as grafs. Whether it is a compor 
fition or a natural ftone I could never learn. 
It is fold for a few pence by ev-ery itinerant 
mountebank, and is certainly a moft valu- 
able acquifitio.n, The {hakes are numerous 

throughout 
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throughout India, and fome of them of art 
enormous fize. It is almoft incredible to 
what a degree of obedience the fhow-men 
bring them, who teach them to dance, and 
to play a thoufand antic tricks, and handle 
them with the utmoft familiarity. The 
Covery Capelle, at the word pf command, 
rears itfelf up, Ipreads out the hood with 
which its head is covered, and feems per- 
fectly to underhand every nod and motion 
of its mafter. 

I left Wariapollum fufficiently impreffed 
with fentiments of abhorrence and dread for 
the whole race of fnakes, and marched my 
detachment back to Chillingbrum, where I 
received the congratulations of my com- 
manding officer, I affine you, Alexander 
the Great, when he paffed the Granicus, 
could not have been prouder of his victory, 
and I (hall date the iera of all my military 
glory from this event. 


LETTER 



Chillittghrsm, Nov. 1775 ,: 

T Have had the pleafure (if pleafure can 
A be derived from fuch an awful feene) 
of being eye-witnefs to the ceremony of a 
Gentoo Lady burning herfelf on the fune- 
ral pile of her huffiand. As thele voluntary 
martyrdoms but feldom happen, the crowd 
collected on the occafion was fo very great as 
to cover the major part of an extenfive plain 
in the centre of which the lady was to go 
through thisfiery trial into the joys of paradife. 

1 had fome difficulty to make my way th rough 
the multitude ; but as an Indian mob is not 
quite fo uncivil as that which fometimes 
affembles in the Greets of London, 1 at laft 
accomplifhed my purpofe, and as I fat on 
my horfe, within a few yards of the pile, I 
• . had 
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had a full and -uninterrupted view of every 
circumftance that palled. On the top Of 
this pile, which was of a condderable mag- 
nitude, and built in form of a pyramid, the 
corpfe was extended under an alcove of 
withered branches, and. adorned with gar- 
lands of flowers ; at the head and feet were 
feveral pots of burning incenfe, and over the 
bread; was fpread an elegant f-hawl, covered 
with hieroglyphic figure s k I had wraited 
about half an hour, when the found of the 
trumpets announced that the proceffion was 
began, and the people retiring on each fide, 
made way for the unhappy victim, who was 
to be offered up a felf-devoted facrifice to a . 
barbarous fuperftition. She appeared to be 
in the bloom of youth and beauty, and 
her form was elegance itfelf. She walked 
flowly, with a majeftic pace, and her coun- 
tenance betrayed not the lead; fymptom of 
uneafinefs ; but I obferved a wildnefs in her 
eyes, which I afterwards learnt was the e fi- 
fed 
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£c€z of opium and other intoxicating med‘i« 
nines, which, from the moment of the huf- 
band’s death, had been forced upon her by 
the pr iefts, to difpel her natural fears, and 
Infpire her with a degree of artificial cou- 
rage fufficient to fupport her throughout this 
awful ceremony. When fhe approached 
the pile I could plainly perceive her colour 
change, and had not the priefts fupported 
her, fhe would have funk upon the ground. 
They however feemed infenfible to her dif- 
trefs, and haft'fty ft, ripping her of the jewels, 
with which fhe was covered in great profu- 
fion, they affifted her to mount the pile, and 
placing her clofe to the body of her hufband, 
they prayed over her till the torches had 
been applied to the wood below, and the 
clouds of fproke began to furround them. 
They then quitted her with fo much pre- 
cipitation, that they tumbled into the arms 
-of their brethren below, and in a few mi- 
nutes, the pile, which was hollow in the 

middle, 
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middle, linking in, the living and the dead 
1 together difappeared from our view. Whe- 

ther flhe fuffered in ft ant luffocation, or was 
Vi- for any length of time fenfible of pain, I 

dould not judge ; for the iky refounded with 
the noife of ten thoufand inflhuments, and 
with the horrid fcreams of the priefts, who 
are careful to prevent the cries of the ex- 
piring victim from reaching the ears of the 
> deluded multitude. 

Thus ended this melancholy fcene ; and 
I returned home, fully convinced that no 
religion can be acceptable in the eyes of the 
: Supreme Being, which authorifes the m- 

fiidion of fuch infernal cruelties even on the 
meanefl of his creatures. It is a received 
opinion, that this barbarous infhtution ori- 
ginally took its rife from the frequent in- 
ftances of women poifoning their hulbands, 
and that the wifdom of the Legifkture 
adopted this fatal ceremony as an infallible 

fepurity 
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fecurity againft fuch crimes in future. But 
I believe it may with greater propriety 
be attributed to the avarice of the priefts, 
who perfuade the credulous Indian that 
the term of purgation is by this means 
confiderably fhortened, and whole profits 
from the fpoils of the unhappy victim are 
in proportion to the rank and opulence of 
the family to which her hufoand belonged. 

The Brahmins, or priefts of the Gentoo 
religion, derive their name from their great 
founder Brahma; and their laws are written 
in the fancrit, or facred language, known 
only to the raoft learned of their caff. They 
intermarry with no other caft, and are con- 
fide red by the inferior ranks of people as 
partaking of a divine origin. They entertain 
the ftricleft notions of female reputation, 
and the flighteft ftain upon the honour of a 
woman is wiped away by her immediate 
death. But they are not all of the order of 
t priefthood ; 
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priefthood; the Vaikeels, or writers' who fettle 
the accounts of our regiments, are of the 
Brahmin tribe, and they are even employed 
as fecretaries of ftate at many of the Eaftera 
Courts, Thus much I have already learnt 
of them, that their virtues are at heft but 
negative, while their vices are dilgraceful 
to human nature, and in the high eft degree 
injurious to community- They are tempe- 
rate, patient of infults, regular in their 
lives, and ftri&ly obfervant of their religious 
ceremonies ; but they are deceitful, crafty, 
and fond of gain. They conceal the moft 
unbounded avarice under the pompous fo~ 
lemnity of infpired wifdom, and, like the 
venerable impoftors of the Popifh church, 
they permit their difciples to rob each 
other with impunity, while the credulous 
wretches bring them a (hare of the plunder 
to purchafe forgivenefs for the paft offence 
and indulgence to fin again. The Pagodas, 
fo numerous throughout India, are, like the 

rich 
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fich livings to the priefts in England, fd 
many finecures to the Brahmins ; and every 
choultry, or open caravanfara, built by the 
charitable Gentoos on the fxdes o£ roads for 
the accomodation of paffengers, is a little 
eftate to fome lazy Brahmin, who levies 
contributions on the fuperftitious and the 
ignorant. 


LETTER 


( I* J > 





I 


BETTER XVI, 


Q-h'illlnglrim > pza:?*hr 17 . 75 * 

A N accident has happened which has 
entirely deftroyed the unanimity of 
•our corps, and furnilhed mattter of conver- 
fatioxi for every Engiifh tea-table in the 
Carnatic, Capt. Fitzwilliams, who has 
lately been promoted to the command of 
our regiment, brought with him from 
England a moft beautiful lady, whogi he had 
delivered from one of thofe enchanted caf- 
tles where unhappy damfels arc imprifoned, 
in King’s-place, on condition -of her reward- 
ing his gallantry with the exclufive poR 
feffion of her charms. The lovely Maria, 
for fome time continued a pattern of con- 
dancy, and doubtlefs would have remained 
£0 dijl, had /he not omitted the nece/Fary 
I precaution 
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precaution of bribing to filence a domeftic, 
who in the dead of night, when the pale 
moon alone Ihone confcious of the theft, 
furprifed Lieutenant Villars in the very aft of 
entering her bed-chamber through a private 
door that opened into the garden. This un* 
lucky fpy had long fufpected that Maria was 
unfaithful, and his foie reafon for being fo 
watchful over his mafter’s honour was the 
hopes of a large reward, which he moftiaga- 
cioufly judged would be the immediate price 
of his fecrecy. Finding himfelf difappointed 
in his views (as the incautious lovers flattered 
themfelves, that fear of the confequences 
would prevent a menial fervant from mak- 
ing fuch a difcovery to his mafter) he fled 
the very next day to Cuddalore, where Fitz-* 
williams was on a vifit, and imparted to him 
the dreadful news. The Captain rewarded 
the man for his intelligence, and arriving 
at the borders of the cantonment at the break 
of day, the fir ft object which prefcnted it- 

. felt 
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felf to his view was the inconftant fair one 
and her gallant taking the air in a cabrio- 
let, and the arm of the lady moft lovingly 
encircling the waift of Villars. You may 
imagine to yourfelf the Captain’s rage, and 
the confufion of the guilty pair. Maria was 
confined to her chamber, and the gentle- 
men exchanged a brace of piftols, which, 
fortunately did no other mifchief than graz- 
ing the (houkler of the Lieutenant. This 
however did not fatisfy the enraged Fitz- 
williams ; he loaded Villars with reproaches 
of perfidy and ingratitude, and drawing his 
fword, rufhed with fuch rage and fury, 
and fo little judgment, on his antago- 
nift, that he received the point of his 
weapon in his body, and dropped upon 
the ground. He was immediately carried 
to his quarters, and the furgeon pronounc- 
ing the wound to be mortal, I ordered Vil»- 
krs under an arrcft, and took on myfelf the 
command -of the regiment. 

I 3 The 
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The Ameer U1 Omrah being at Cum* 
baconum, a few miles only from the Col- 
leroon, in the kingdom of Tanjour, I dif- 
patched an exprefs to him with the fatal 
news, and began to confider of paying the 
lafl honours to my unfortunate Commander, 
My intelligence however proved to be pre- 
mature, and the furgeon to be miftaken 
in his affertion ; for his patient had only 
fainted through lofs of blood, and the fword 
having miffed the vital parts, a fever was the 
only danger to be apprehended. My exprefs 
returned the following day from Cum- 
Jbaconum, affuring me of the approbation 
of the Ameer in the mod: flattering terms ; 
and Capt. Fitzwillliams applied for leave to 
return to Cuddalore, till his health fliall 
be re-efl.abliftted. Maria is to revifit Eu- 
rope, where die will foon fall into the 
hands of fome other enchant refs. Her 

gay feducer is to quit the regiment, and 

W ' - . n I lhall 



{ 1 1 7 ) 

1 ihall take the earlieft opportunity of pay- 
ing my duty in perfon to the Ameer* and 
of feeing the once populous kingdom of 
Tanjour. 
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Letter xvir. 

, 

Chillinghrwn» January , V]*j(k- 

T HAVE paid my intended vifit to the 
Ameer, and have been honoured with 
a moil gracious reception. He enquired* 
minutely into every particular of the duel, 
at which he expreffed great difpleafure, anti 
obferved that it was the duty of a foklier to 
devote his life to the ferviee of his Prince, 
and not wantonly to hazard it in an inglo- 
rious combat. 

The city of Cumbacomxm is of confider- 
able extent, and is fituate in a delightful 
country. It is rendered peculiarly pleafanty 
even in the hottefl: feafon of the year, by the 
number of tanks, or artificial pieces of wa- 
ter, which have been funk at a vafl: expence, 
in the fquares and principal avenues, and are 

fhade 
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fhaded by rows of trees producing a flower 
lomewhat refembling the tulip, and of ail 

' J 

agreeable fmell. The palace contains nu* 
merous fuits of apartments, halls of au- 
dience, and domeftic offices, and in the 
centre is a private garden for the ladies of 
the feraglio. The Rajahs of Tanjour for- 
merly ufed this city as a place of retirement 
from the buftle of public bufmefs, and her# 
gave themfelves up to the uninterrupted en- 
joyment of eafe and luxury... The Ameer 
had with him a fplendid retinue of palan- 
quins, and led horfes, and was attended by 
four troops of dragoons, and a compleat bat- 
talion of feapoys. Every choultry in the 
neighbourhood was filled with men and bag- 
gage, and every ftreet in the town with 
tents. The ofienfible caufe of this vifit to 
Cumbaconum was a defire to fee the coun- 
try which the army of his father had fub- 
dued, and to conciliate the affections of the 
people by honouring the different towns with 
I 4 the 
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fhe pfefenc'e of their royal conqueror'.- 
But he was ftrongly fulpected of other' 
motives, and the Nabob grew alarmed 
left he fnould take poffeffion of the fort 
of Tanj.our, and draw over to his in- 
tereft the troops, who, in confequence of 
their long arrears ' of pay not being dif- 
eharged, had already Ihewn a fpirit of mu- 
tiny, and would have eafily been perfuaded 
to join the ftandard of the rebellious fon 
againft his father and his King.. However,- 
on this occafion he abted with a becoming 
fpirit, and recalling the Ameer to Madras 
at once relieved himfelf from his anxiety, 
and difappointed the ambitious views of 
this aipiring Prince. The country round' 
Cumbaconum is in higher cultivation, and 
far more populous than any other part of 
the Nabob’s dominions which I have yet 
. fccn. But I am told that the inhabitants 
daily emigrate to milder governments, and 
that above three hundred villages have been 

entirely 
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entirely deferred fince the capture of Tarn 
jour. Such is the wretched policy of the 
Eaft, where the victorious monarch marks 
his footfteps with rapine and defolation, 
and difdains to- learn, that the riches of his 
kingdom confiffi not in the fplendor of his 
armies, but in the number and happinefs 
of his induftrious and peaceful fubjeeb. ; 

'■ y.-. . , ■ ' .. f ■ y- ' YyV;.' ;■ y/:-/'y Y ^yyy'-- , . y .. / ; Y : ; ..'/Y CY 

If we examine thofe faithful records of 
antiquity the writings of the Old Tefta- 
snent, it will appear that there is the moll 
perfed; analogy between the prefent and, 
ancient cuftoms of the Baft. Many of the 
religious ceremonies, the plurality of wives, 
and the ftnct attention to- cleanliuefs of 
perfon, fo accurately defcribed in the Bible, 
feem to have been handed down without 
the lead: variation to the prefent hour* 
Whenever I fee an Indian damfel bathing- 
her beauteous limbs in a tank, the adven- 
tures of the pious David recur to my me- 
y- by;Yy Y- : - mory •, 
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fcnory ; but I hope I fliall profit- by his ex- 
ample, and not venture fuch dangerous 
lengths after forbidden fruit, as that holy 
man is fuppofed to have gone after the lovely 
Hittite. 


LETTER 
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I LETTER xvi il 

1 

Chillingbrmn, February, 

A CHANGE of government has hap- 
•*- pened, which has totally over- 
thrown the late fyftem of politics in the 
Carnatic, and which I fear will render my 
' future profpeCts in the fervice of the Nabob 

very precarious and uncertain. The arrival 
of Lord Pigot to fucceed Mr. Wynche in 
•the government of Madras, and the return 
of General Smith to Europe, in confequence 
, 4 of the appointment of a new Commander 

in Chief, are events equally unexpected and 
un pleating. The merits of thefe gentle- 
men may poffibly be very great, and I 
** doubt not but they will fill their relpective 

jt; Rations with honour to themfelves and 

&tisfaCtion to thole wife Directors who have 

fent 
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lent them out ; but the umverfal bene- 
volence and affability ' of Mr* Wynche 
will long be imprefled on the grateful 
hearts of the inhabitants of Madras ; and 
the memory of General Smith will ever be 
revered in India, while either heroic bra- 
very in the field, or the molt unbounded 
generofity in private life, fhall be deemed a 
virtue. To do juftice to the character of 
this gentleman exceeds my abilities. With 
the moft confummate knowledge of the art 
of war, he pofieffes all that cooluefs, and in- 
trepidity in the day of battle, which alone 
can conftitute the accomplilhed General; 
and when furrounded with all the honours 
of victory, he has ever ufed his power with 
a moderation which alleviated the diftrefles 
of the vancjuifhed. 

Lord Pigot is invelted with full autho- 
rity from the Directors to reftore the king- 
dom of Tanjour to the depofed TRajab, and 

has 
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has ordered the Nabob to withdraw his 
troops from the different forts ai\d en- 
campments. in that country. His Lord- 
fhip intends vihting Tanjour in perfon, that 
he may be prefent at the reftoration, and 
the European troop of cavalry is to efcort 
him. The Nabob has in vain remonftra- 
ted ; and equally ufelefs have been the re- 
prefentations of the principal gentlemen of 
Madras, who had advanced immenfe funis 
to the Nabob on the fecurity of his Tan- 
jour dominions, and received mortgages on 
the produce of the enfuing crops, . , The 
Governor is inexorable, and the Princes of 
the Eaft mu ft fubmit to that Honourable 
United Company of Merchants, who. have de- 
creed that the rights of mankind fhaU be 
Tub verted, and that the hereditary Mo - 
narchs of India fhall quit or reaffume their 
thrones at their caprice and pleafure. 
We have read of the unexampled aqts of 
crnelty by which the followers of Pizarro 

dcfolated 
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defolated the fertile provinces of South A- 
merica, We have wept the untimely fate 
of a once happy Inca, dragged from the 
fplendid throne of his anceftors to an ig- 
nominious death ; and even children have 
been taught to lifp the melancholy tale of 
the unfortunate Montezuma. But the na- 
tions of the' weftern world have not been 
the only victims to European avarice. 
Even the foils of England, who are free as 
the air they breathe, whofe birthright is 
glorious independence, and whofe Monarch 
dare not but hold f acred their chartered rights , 
blufhed not to fee the walls of Tanjouc 
flamed with the blood of its inhabitants j 
nor- does a Britifh Governor, when he re- 
hores to a conquered Rajah thofe domi- 
nions, the reduction of which enriched his 
p-redeceffors, drop a Angle tear as he paffes 
through defer ted villages and once fruitful 
fields. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 

^ > 

Madras , May, • i yj6. 

/\ VERY unexpected fummons has 
obliged me to pay a hafty vifit to 
Madras, in confequence of the orders fent 
, to every officer bearing the Company’s 

commiffion to quit the femes of the Na- 
bob of Arcot, and join his refpettive regi- 
ment without delay. On this oscafion I 
have not hefitated to prefer the prefent 
emoluments which I derive from the Na- 
V hob, however precarious they may be, to 

the fcanty allowance on which the Com- 
pany fo generoufly permits its fubalterns 
to ex iff. I wiffi this was the feverefl: 
misfortune that I have now reafoa to la- 
I naent. I have fufiained a lofs which re- 

quires all my phiiofophy to fupport; and 

the 

i . c • 
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the death of Mr. Hancock has deprived me 
of a fmcere friend and generous benefactor. 
I believe no man ever lived more -generally 
beloved, or died more univerfally regretted. 
He was the patron of the widow and the 
fatherlefs, and I pay but a juft tribute to 
his memory, when 1 lay, that in unaffected 
charity and real integrity of heart he was 
not inferior to Mr. Haftings. 

, Lord Pigot lias vifited Tanjour, and put 
the Rajah in full poffeffion of his domi- 
nions. The Nabob’s troops have left the 
country, and tliofe of the Company have 
fupplied their places, to protect the Rajah 
•from future infults, and to convince him 
what infinite advantages that Prince muft 
derive, who is fo fortunate as to obtain the 
protection of the Englifh. 

Numberlefs and unavailing are the com- 
plaints again ft broken treaties and violated 
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rights. The gentlemen of Madras, whole 
fortunes are involved in the general wreck, 
inveigh in the fevereft terms againft their 
honourable • mailers. The troops, defti- 
tute of the common neceffaries of life, de- 
mand their pay from the Nabob, who de- 
clares that the violent deprivation of thole 
dominions, which were his by 'the right 
of conquell and by the law of nations, 
renders him (incapable either to fatisfy his 
creditors, or to relieve the diflreffes of his 
faithful army. 

. The principal agent of the Nabob at 
Tanjour, whofe long and approved fer-. 
vices, had gained him the unbounded con- 
fidence of his mailer, was in the fort 
when - Lord Pigot arrived. This man, 
who is of the highell call of the Gentoos, 
defcended from an ancient and honour- 
able family, and poflfcfled of a princely 
fortune, received his Lord ill ip’s pofitive 

K. orders 
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orders to quit the garrifon ,at a moment s 
warning, and even the indulgence of a 
few hours to arrange his domeftic affairs 
and bid adieu to his friends was peremp- 
torily denied him. The Geatoo, with a 
fpirit; feldom to be found among that pu- 
iillanimous race, remonftrated againft the 
cruelty of fuch treatment, and enquired 
by what authority the Governor of Ma- 
dras prefumed to juftify fuch tyrannical 
proceedings. His reply was reported to 
Lord Pigot, and a feene was exhibited to 
the view of the altomlhed Indians, unex- 
ampled in the annals of Engfifli tyranny. 
A party of foldiers forcibly dragged him 
from the inmoll recedes of the palace, and 
the Minifter of the Nabob of Arcot, the 
reprefentative of a Sovereign whom the 
Tritifh Empire has not difdained to acknow- 
ledge an ally, underwent the difgrace of a 
cruel punilhment from the hands of a 
common drummer. He is of covufe le- 

iedled 
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je&ed by his own eaft as infamous, and 
nothing lefs than a pilgrimage to every 
pagoda in the Carnatic, and the diftribu- 
tion of his whole fortune in offerings to the 
priefte, can purchafe the refloration of his 
forfeited honour. 


K a 
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LETTER XX. 


Madras, July, 1776 *. 

XT' VERY thing is now in the greateft 
confufion at the Durbar. The cre- 
ditors of the Nabob daily infult him in 
his palace, and fome thoufands of his army 
have lately paid him a vifit equally unwel- 
come and unexpe&ed. He in vain endeavour- 
ed to pacify them with promifes, and begged 
them to return to their duty. The men, 
rendered defperate by diftrefs, obftinately 
perfifted in their demands, and even threat- 
ened him with the moft fatal confequences, 
if he perfifted in refuting juftice to thofe 
troops, who had ihed their blood in his 
fervice. This was not a time for the 
Nabob to trifle. He paid off their arrears, 
and immediately difbanded them, as a pu- 
? nifliment 
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mfhment for that mutiny, to which, the 
want of the common neceffaries of life had 
driven them. The greateft part of them 
have entered into the fervice of Hyder 
Ally, and thus is the Carnatic left de- 
fencelcfs, and the army of his declared 
enemy is recruited with thofe men who 
have formerly fought the Nabob’s battles 
with fuccefs, and the lofs of whom, Ihould 
that enterprizing Prince again invade his 
dominions, he will have too much reafon 
to regret. 

For my own part, I fhall foon refign my 
commiffion and revifit Europe. 1 have 
received a letter from my father, who in 
the mo ft affectionate terms folicits my re- 
turn, and with great pleafantry congratu- 
lates me on the marriage of Mifs Rivers, 
and ' on my fortunate efcape from thofe 
chains, which if once put on, the grave 
alone can remove. 

K s The 
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The principal obflacle to my. leaving 
Madras is the want of money. Our re- 

V . '• 

giment has received no pay for this year 
paft ; and a fum is now due to me more 
than adequate to every expence which, 
can attend the voyage. My whole time 
is taken up in fruitlefs vifits to the Durbar, 
where a diflatisfied group of creditors daily 
meet. No fooner has the fun rifen, than 
every avenue to the palace is filled with 
palanquins and carriages, and in the even- 
ing the fame faces and the fame furly 
looks are to be feen again. The Nabob 
receives every body with politenefs, apo- 
logizes for his want of punctuality, which 
he attributes to the lofs of Tanjour, and 
repeats the hacknied tale of the cruel treat- 
.‘ment which he has received at the hands- 
of Lord Pigot. 

The Governor is now at variance with 
molt of the gentlemen of the Council. He 
* : has 
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lias forbidden their future vifits to the Na- . 
bob without his exprefs permiffion, and, 

L , ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ; 

two of them, who have dared to difcbey 
thefe orders, he has fufpended from their 
■rank and employments. 

How long a government fo di^ded a- 
,gainft itfelf can ftand, time only, muft de* 
termine. Whatever may he the event, I 
jfhall foon take leave of a plate, where the 
pleafures of fociety are to, tally loft in the 
turbulence of,fa£tion, and where thole fa- 
milies, who were lo lately united by the 
bands of friendfhip, now hourly meditate 
each others ruin. 

On my fir ft arrival in India, I confefs 
I that I entertained very different ideas of 3 

: country., where Nature had thrown fo few 

; obftacles in the way of happinefs, I was 

! charmed with the novelty of the femes 

| which preferred themfelves to my view, 

K 4. and 
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and a fuperfieial enquiry gave me no reafon 
to change my fentiments. But I ain now' 
become familiarized to acts of cruelty and 
oppreffioh -; and I . detefb-a- country, over 
which the glorious fun of liberty has never 
diffufed his genial influence, and where the 
ififatiate thirft of gainhas'fptead like a con- 
tagion through all ranks of men,! from the- 
proud Monarch of the imperial race of Ta- 
merlane, ".'to the petty tyrant who presides 
over an humble village. 
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L E T T E R XXL 

‘ . - * 

Madras, September , 1776 . 

A REVOLUTION of a moll extra- 
**- ordinary nature has taken place, and 
Lord Pigot is now a prifoner. How fat 
the gentlemen, who have ufurped the go- 
vernment of Madras, can hereafter jullify 
their proceedings, I will not pretend to de- 
termine ; but they have certainly dilplajed 
equal judgment in the attempt, and courage 
in' the execution of their fcheme. I have 
before mentioned the difagreements which 
had happened in the Council, and the little 
inclination which the difaffe£ted members 
had fhewn to fubmit to thofe regulations 
v which they confidered as arbitrary and 
unjuft. 


The. 
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The' fudden removal of two gentlemen 
from the {hare which they held in the go- 
vernment,. and the confequent ruin in 
which they faw their fortunes involved, 
had now blown the latent fparks of rebel- - 
lion into a flame, and had united them in 
one general confpiracy, to revenge their 
wrong's, and to recover -that authority, 
which they conceived fo injurioufly wrefl> 
ed from them. A plan was concerted to 
feize the perfons of the Governor and of 
his adherents, and it was conduced with 
fo much fecrecy, that till the hour of its 
actually taking place, Lord Pigot enter- 
tained not the leaft fulpicion of what was 
intended. His Lordfhip ufually flept at the 
garden-houfe, and had come at an early 
hour into the fort for the tranfadion of 
public bufinefs. Every thing went on. in 
the accuftomed channel, and the Governor 
feemed to congratulate himlelf on a fecu- 
rity, which the apparent fupinenefs and in- 

ad: 
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activity of his opponents did not a little 
juftify. Colonel Stuart, Commander in 
Chief of the Company’s Forces, and the fup- 
pofed leader of the difaffedled party, appear- 
ed to have given up his own political prin- 
ciples, and to be fo perfe&ly reconciled to 
the new lyftem of government, that his 
Lordihip embraced him as a convert to his 
opinions, and confidered himfelf happy in 
the acquilition of fo valuable a friend.' The 
bufinefs of the day being concluded, the 
Colonel was invited to return in the Go- 
vernor’s carriage to the garden-houfe, and 
it was determined that the mod: un refer ved 
intimacy Ihould in future fubfift between, 
them. Little did Lord Pigot think that 
he was at that moment, the dupe of the 
rooft artful difficQuIation, and that a mo- 
dern Ifcariot was fo foon to betray his 
rnafter with a kifs. They had fcarce ad- 
vanced a quarter of a mile from the fort, 
when a party of Teapoys rulhing from be- 

■ hind 
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hind the trees, arrefted the carriage, and a 
poft cliaife and four at the fame inftant 
drawing up, the Colonel violently thru ft 
his Lordfhip into it, and the body-guards 
of the Nabob furrounding him, he had 
the mortification of feeing himfelf in one 
ftiort moment reduced from almaft regal 
fplendor to the lofs of power, of liberty, 
and perhaps of life. He is now a prifoner 
in the houfe of one of the confederacy, at 
St. Thomas’s Mount, diftant about three 
leagues from Fort St. George, where he is 
guarded by a whole regiment of artillery, 
while the victorious party has affumed the 
reigns of government, and the pliant herd 
of fycophants, who fo lately cringed at his 
Lordfhip’ s feet, now with equal afiiduity 
pay their adoration to the rifing fun. 

You may imagine the exultation of the 
Nabob, and the univerfal triumph of the 
- fuccefsful confederates. He makes no fecret 

of 
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of the fhare which he has had in this me- 
morable event, and even publicly boafts of 
the influence which he now pofieffes in the 
Council. 

Innumerable difpatches are prepared for 
the Court of Directors, and every idle man 
who wants an excufe to revifit Europe, now 
folicits to be the meflenger of this impor- 
tant news. A frigate is under orders to fail 
for the red fea, whence an ambajj'ador ex- 
traordinary is to proceed over the ifthmus 
of Suez, and in lefs than three months I 
fuppofe every newfpaper in England will 
be filled with various accounts of this tranf- 
aflion, all equally contradi&ory to each 
other, and equally devoid of truth. 
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■LET TER XXII. 

Madras , January, 17774 

IT Have been long taught to confider hu- 
-*■ man nature as a medley of imperfec- 
tion and inconfiftency, and to believe that 
the moft fenfible men, when under the in- 
fluence of paffion, are often liable to the 
groffeft errors. How far I am juftified in 
my opinion, the following anecdote will in 
lome meafure fhew. 

One of thofe adventurers who annually 
emigrate from England, under an a {Turned 
appearance, and by forged letters of recom- 
mendation, had procured a commiffion in 
the fbrvice of the Nabob, and by his fer- 
vility and little cringing arts had lately been 
promoted to the rank of aid-du-camp to the 

Ameer 
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Ameer U1 Omrah. He had derived consi- 
derable advantage from the accidental cir- 
cumftance of meeting Colonel Macleans 
at the Cape of Good Hope, who had been 
fo far impofed on by his- plausibility as to 
give him a line of introduction to Ma- 
dras, and had mentioned him as an unfor- 
tunate gentleman, who had borne a com- 
mission in the British army, and had run 
through the ample inheritance of his an- 
cestors by his extravagance. For feveral 
months this man conducted hitnfelf with 
the greateft caution, and though his man- 
ners evidently betrayed the want of a gen- 
teel education, and of that natural polite- 
nefs which alone can constitute the gentle-* 
man, yet as he was inoffenfive in his 
behaviour, he paifed unnoticed among the 
.common herd, and his character efcaped 
that particular ferutiny, which would ne- 
ceflarily have been the conSequence of a 
more elevated Station. However, our. ad- 
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venturer afpired to higher honours, and 
nothing lefs than the command of a regi- 
ment of horfe would fatisfy his ambition, 
and he meditated the fevered; revenge againft 
the Nabob for daring to refiife him what 
he fo modeftly requeded, The imprifon- 
mentof Lord Pigot, and the decided part 
which the Nabob had taken in that trans- 
action, feemed to afford him an opportunity 
of gratifying his own refentment, and of 
ingratiating himfelf with a party, from 
whofe wealth and generofity he derived the 
mod: fanguine hopes of reward. 

He folicited a private interview with the 
friends of the depofed Governor, and declar- 
ed to them, that the Ameer U1 Omrah had 
repeatedly offered him condderable funis of 
money, if he would affaflinate Lord Pigot, 
and that he had particularly pointed out a 
tame tyge.r as the mod effectual inftrument 
of dedruCtion, as his Lordfhip might he in- 

. duced 
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duced to alleviate the horrors of his con- 
finement by familiarly playing with this 
animal, which might eafily be exchanged 
in the night for one of a moft ferocious 
difpofition, and would, by devouring his 
imfufpe&ing prey, at once relieve the Na- 
bob from his apprehenfions, and deprive the 
unfortunate Governor of his life. 


Strange and in confident as this flory muft 
appear, yet it was greedily liftened to, - and 
the impoftor was careffed by gentlemen, 
who in their cooler moments would have 
treated the improbable tale, and its inventor, 
with equal contempt. 

Numerous affidavits of the whole tranf- 
adtion were handed about, and the deep 
views of this defigning wretch were not 
difcovered, till his prevarications when clofe- 
ly examined by difpaffionate perfons, and 
his own confeffion, when the fumes of wine 

had 


bad got the better of his prudence, at laf! 
expofed the perjured traitor to public infa- 
my, and covered his fupporters with con- 
fufion. However, he has reaped this bene- 
fit from his treachery, that the Nabob, with 
his difmiffion, has given him all his arrears 
of pay, andthofe gentlemen, whofe credu- 
lity he had fo grofsly impofed on, have fur- 
nifhed him with a fum to defray the ex- 
pences of the voyage, on condition of his 
immediate return to Europe. 

The many extraordinary circumftances 
attending this affair have naturally pro- 
duced a very flri£t enquiry into the origin and 
connexions of a man, who Could have in- 
genuity to contrive and impudence to fup- 
port fo complicated a fcene of villainy. , 

It appears, that he was formerly a pri- 
vate foldier in the Britifh fervice, and that 
being difmifled the regiment with difgrace,. 

he 
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he had for fome time acted in thehonourable 
capacity of a bailiff’s follower, when coming 
into the poffeffion of a few hundred pounds 
by the death of his father, who kept an ale- 
houfe in St. Paul’s Church Yard, he form- 
ed the laudable refolution of becoming hid- 
den ly a gentleman, purchafed an officer’s 
uniform and a cockade, and launching into 
the wide field of adventure, adted the farce 
which I have juft defcribed, at the Court of 
the Nabob of Arcot. 

Lord Pigot is ftill a prifoner, and each 
party waits with equal impatience the re- 
fult of thole orders, by which the prefent 
government is to ftand or fall. 


I . 
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Madras , May, 1777 ,, 

TF ORD Pigot has paid the debt of na- 
ture, and the gentlemen,- who fat on; 
the j ury to examine into the caufe of his 
death, have brought in their verdidt wil- 
ful murder againft every perfon that was 
accelfar y to his confinement- The un- 
eafinefs of mind which his Lordfhip la- 
boured under, and the want of exer- 
cife during his imprifonment, are the pre- 
tences by which they endeavour to j uftifV 
fo extraordinary a verdict Indeed,. a re- 
port has-been induftrioully circulated, that 
his death was occafioned by poifon, and ob- 
fcure hints have been artfully thrown out, 
\that the neceffary Reps will immediately be 
taken to bring thefuppofedaflaffins to juflice. 

But 
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But the authors of fucli ail improbable 
ftory are mortified to find themfelves treated 
with that filent contempt which they de- 
ferve, and the teftimony of the phyficians, 
whofe integrity and known abilities are 
above the reach of cenfure, has fufficiently 
proved to the impartial world, that the ru- 
mour originated in impotent malevolence. 
Lord Pigot, fome weeks previous to his 
death, had been removed from the Mount 
to the garden-houfe near Madras, where he 
received every afiiftance that the affec- 
tionate attention of his neareft r elations, and 
the art of phyfic could afford. But the 
hour of his diffolution was at hand, and his 
> conftitution enfeebled by the climate, and 

perhaps flill more fo by the anxiety which 
continually preyed upon his fpirits, gradu- 
ally funk under the violence of §j fever, 
which" fcldom fpares even youthful vigour 
in thefe burning regions. A melancholy in- 
ihmce of the infhbility of human grandeur, 
L 3 and 
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and a leffon to future Governors to ufe their 
power with lenity and moderation. 

Had his Lordfhip taken thofe fieps, which 
his own fenfe and experience ought to have 
dictated to him, and rendered himfelf po- 
pular with the military, he had never fallen 
a facrifice to a party, which he had exafpe- 
rated by fuch fevere exertions of his autho- 
rity, and from whofe refentment he had 
every thing to apprehend. But the officers 
of the army confidered him as their enemy, 
and they were fmarting under the lofs of 
their batta, which in an unfortunate mo- 
ment of oeconomy he had taken from them. 
The allowance which is given to the army 
in the field, and is intended to defray the 
extraordinary expences incident to a cam- 
paign, is called batta, and is about equal 
to the monthly pay. In times of profound 
peace, half batta is allowed to the garrifons 
at a certain difiance from Madras. The 

whole 
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whole is calculated at ten thoufand pounds 
annually, which the Nabob of Arcot, by his 
original contrad with the Company, is 
bound to pay ; a fum trifling for an Eaftera 
Sovereign to beftow, but the lofs of which 
reduced to the utmoft diftrefs, thofe unfor- 
tunate fubaltems who had no private re- 
sources, and whofe circumftances required 
the moft rigid (economy to Support that ap- 
pearance which their fltuation in life de- 
manded. The fucceeding Governor has 
prudently reftored it, and the Nabob, with 
that Spirit of duplicity which is the true 
chara&eriftic of an Indian, has declared that 
'he never aflented to So cruel and So unpo- 
pular a meaSure. 


I have for Some weeks paft reflded at 
a country retirement in an agreeable vil- 
lage within a Short mile of the Durbar. 
I have a Small but convenient cottage, and 
a garden well flocked with fruit, and I 

La divide 
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divide the expence of houfe-keeping with 
Captain Evance of the Honourable Com- 
pany s fervice, a gentleman whole engaging 
manners, and fociable difpofition, have gain- 
ed him fiich univerfai efteem, that no party 
of pleafure is ever thought complete with- 
out him. Moil happily formed by Nature 
either to enjoy life himfelf, or to promote 
the felicity of others, he wifely prefers cafe 
and tranquility to thofe fplendid miferies 
which attend on ambition and the purluit 
of gain. He lings incomparably, is an in- 
imitable adtor, and, amidfl the rage of con- 
tending factions, he drinks his convivial 
glafs, and laughs at care. 


I hope my affairs will foon be arranged 
fo as to enable me to fet out for Europe. 
I fhall not be incumbered with a trouble- 
fome load of wealth ; and I at leaf; can boaff; 
that my deep will not be diffurbed by the 
ghoffs of murdered Rajahs. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIV. 

MadraJSy September t 1777 * 

I ' 'HE day, the important day is arrived, 
and the ufurped adminiftration is no 
more. Mr. Whitehill is now Governor of 
Madras ; Colonel Stewart is fuperceded ? 
and the difcordant members of the Council 
are recalled to Europe. The Nabob is not 
a little mortified to find his faithful friends 
fo foon removed, but he confides himfelf 
with the hopes that fterling gold will not be 
lefs efficacious in Leadenhall-fircet than at 
Madras. 1 have at laft received my ar- 
rears of pay, and am preparing for my 
journey home. My prefent intention is to 
travel by land to Bombay, thence to'proceed 
in a country veffel for the port of Suez, and 
if I can reach the celebrated city of Grand 
iIj'Khh'f ffhV Cairo 
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Cairo in fafety, I ffiall have little difficulty 
in finding my way to England. I already 
anticipate the exquifite pleafure of landing 
on my native fhore, and embracing my 
long loft friends. Perhaps, too, I may find 
fome yielding fair one, lefs inconftant than 
Mils Rivers, who may receive a wearied 
traveller into her arms, and by her foft car- 
refies banifh the fad remembrance of all paft 
misfortunes. 

I am now about to. take my leave of a 
country, which has been defcribed by fome 
travellers as a terreftrial paradife ; and by 
others as a burning defert, deftitute of every 
convenience which can make life agreeable. 

I muft confefs, that my prefent opinion of 
India very little correfponds with thofe firft 
impreffions, which reprefented every thing 
to my enchanted view in fuch delightful 
colours. The face of the country is in- 
deed uncommonly beautiful; vegetation is 

fa 
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fo rapid, that after a refrefhing Ihower the 
fruits of the earth fpontaneoufly {hoot forth, 
as if by magic ; and the climate, though 
hot to an extreme, is far from being fo ini- 
mical, as is generally imagined, to Euro- 
pean conftitutions, But the infernal fpirit 
of diffenfion perpetually {talks abroad, and 
the joys of focial intercourfe, the ties of 
confanguinity, and the endearments of pri- 
vate friendfhip, are fwallowed up in the un- 
diftinguilhing rage of all-deftrucKve fadion. 

The manners of the natives are almoft 
univerfally the lame. The ftriking cha- 
raderiftic of a Gentoo is avarice, and that 
of a Mahometan is ambition. The former 
to gratify his darling pafiion will not blufli 
to commit the meaneft frauds, and the 
latter will not hefitate to attain imperial 
dignities by the murder of his patron and 
his King. The religion of a Gentoo mull: 
ever nip his growing ambition in the bud. 

The 
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The fon is obliged to follow the profeffion 
of his father, nor can all the riches of the 
Eafl piocure his advancement to a luperior 
call. But the meaneft Mahometan in the 
army may rife to the diftinguifhed rank of 
General, and Hyder Ally, than whom a more 
powerful Monarch does not reign in Alia, 
was once in the humble flation of a private 
feapoy. 


letter 
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LETTER XXV. 

Embay, February , 1778 * 

A FTER a journey in which, for three 
JLjL tedious months, I have experienced 
more fatigue than pleafure, I have reached 
the ifland of Bombay, and have taken my 
paflage on board an Indiaman for Europe. 

I am already fo heartily tired of my expe- 
dition by land, that I have even perfuaded 
myfelf to think a cabin almoft a conve- 
nient habitation, and I have determined to 
banifh the recollection of my former Ihip- 
wreck and captivity. 

In the beginning of October, I to®k my 
leave of Madras, and proceeded alone to 
Pondicherry, where the Captain of a French 
veflel, then under orders to fail, was fo 


verv 
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Very preffing in his invitation to me to em- 
bark with him* and was fo lavifh of. his 
encomiums on his fhip, that I was induced 
to accompany him on board* and to be an 
eye-witucfs of his accommodations. I was. 
not a little entertained with the appearance 
of a veffelj which had been defcribed to 
me as fo uncommonly fuperb. The apart- 
ment which he kindly defigned for me* 
was a narrow cupboard in the Peerage, in- 
acceffible either to light or air; the great 
cabin, from the dirt with which it was 
covered, feemed occaiionally to. have been 
inhabited either by the Captain or his pigs ; 
and the crew* appeared to be- half dead with 
diieafe and famine. I <did not hefitate to. 
bid adieu to this fcene of naftinefs, and moll 
chearfully fet out with Capt. George Jen- 
nings, whole intentions were limilar to my 
own, and with whom I had for. many years 
paft the pleafure of being acquainted. 
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Our fir ft ftage was to Trichinopoly, a 
fort of confiderable extent and ftrength, 
garrifoned by the troops of the Company, 
where we were politely entertained by Mr. 
Thomas Underwood, of poetical memory, 
and formerly of Peter-houfe College, Cam- 
bridge. 

Here is the greateft natural curiofity, that 
India affords; a folid perpendicular rock, 
of a moil ftupendous height, riling in the 
center of the fort, and hiding its head a- 
mong the clouds. On the top is a pagoda, 
whence thole perfons who ^re not afraid to 
purchale a delightful profpect, at the ha- 
zard of their necks, enjoy a diftinft view of 
Tanjour, though at the diftance of above 
twenty miles. The rock is inhabited by 
innumerable monkies, who are treated by the 
Brahmins with the utmoft tendernefs, and 
are continually fed by them with rice and 
fruits. The brute creation is certainly 

under 
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under infinite obligations to Pythagoras, 
who has thus kindly provided for their fup- 
port, and whofe dodtrines, though in the 
higheft degree abfurd and childifli, yet are 
fo far meritorious as they infpire univerfal 
benevolence. , 

From Trichinopoly we travelled through 
the plains of Mellore, and arrived at the 
Fort of Madura, famous for having held out 
two obflinate lieges, again ft the combined 
forces of the Nabob and Company, in the 
fecond of which it was taken by the trea- 
chery of a French officer, and the Governor, 
a Mahometan of royal extraction, whole 
gallant defence againft a fuperior army, de- 
ferved a milder fate, was facrificed to the 
refentment of the Nabob. From a more 
generous enemy, he would have experi- 
enced that mercy, which his grey hairs, 
his high defcent, and above all his heroic 
bravery fo juftly claimed. But fuch is the 

favage 
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favage policy of the Eaft, that death and 
captivity go hand in hand, and the moll 
lolemn prcmifes of life and forgivenefs to 
the conquered, are no longer deemed facred 
by the conqueror, than while the life of the 
unfortunate prifoner may be conducive to 
the interefh of the vidorious tyrant. 

At Madura we fpent three days with the 
Commander of the garrifbn, and then pro- 
ceeded to Palarncotta, the moflt foutherly 
fort of any confequence in the Nabob’s do- 
minions. Here we were detained a fort- 
night, till the Rajah of Trcvencore had 
given us permiffion to travel through his 
territories to Anjango, when we took 
our leave of the Carnatic, and entered the 
coaft of Malabar, 'through a pafs fortified 
both by art and nature in the ftrongcft 
manner. The kingdom of Trevencore is 
fituate in feventy-fix degrees of Eaft longi- 
tude and eight of latitude, dill ant about ii 
M hi M WM 
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hundred miles from Fort St. George, and 
bordering on Cape Comorin, which divides 
the Coromandel coail from that of Malabar. 
Here inilead of deferted villages and uncul- 
tivated tracts of land, we were charmed 
with the profpect of a rich and populous 
country, whofe inhabitants enjoy thofe 
bleilings which are the happy confequences 
of a mild and eafy government. Very dif- 
ferent were thofe views which dally oc- 
curred to us for the preceding month in 
our dreary journey through the Carnatic. 
There indeed for a very few miles round 
the principal forts, the villages were popu- 
lous, and agriculture feemed to flourifh. 
But all the intervening ipace was one vail 
melancholy defert ; the fields being forfaken 
by the farmers, and the villages by the in- 
duilrious weavers, who are by far the moil 
valuable fubjects of the empire, and to 
whom Princes more politic have afforded 
that protection, which under the oppreffive 

government 
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government of the Nabob they have long 
delpaired of finding. 


As Grangers are never differed to viilt 
the interior parts of Treveneore, our guides 
conduced us through a .country interfperfed 
with woods and lawns, by the neared; roads 
to the fea-fhore, which is covered with in- 
numerable huts of fifher-men, whom the 
Portuguefe miffionaries have converted to 
Chridlanity, Infinite pains are taken by 
thefeprieds to propagate the gofpel in India, 
and they boad of their great dlccefs in pef- 
fuading the unenlightened Pagans to em- 
brace the divine truths of the Chriflian 
revelation,. But, in my -opinion, their pro- 
selytes do them hut little honour, as they 
confid entirely of the lowed and mod des- 
picable cad of people, there being hardly a 
dngle indance of their prevailing on a Ma- 
hometan, or a Gen-too, to renounce the reli- 
gion of his forefathers. 

M 2 The 


( «4 ) 

The fourth day after we entered the pafs 
of Trevencore, we arrived at Anjango, a 
ftnall fettlement dependent on the prefi- 
dency of Bombay, where we dlfcharged our 
palanquin-bearers, and all unneceffary at- 
tendants, and proceeded in an open boat to 
Cochin, a Dutch town, moft pieafantly 
fituate on the banks of a navigable river, 
and thence we embarked in a country vef- 
fel for the harbour of Callicutt. 

Callicutt, which is now an inconfider- 
able village, was formerly a' magnificent 
city, and the refidence of a powerful Prince. 
According to the tradition of the natives, it 
was overwhelmed near two hundred years 
ago, by a hidden riling of the fea, and all 
its inhabitants perifhed. We anchored on 
the fpot where the ancient city hood, and 
as we went cn’fhore at low water, the 
foundations of the buildings were difcer- 
riible to the naked eye. Hche the Company 
■ ■ ■' -hi ' have 
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have a fmall factory, which fupplies Bom- 
bay with betel and cocoa nuts, and a gen- 
tleman from that Prefidency conftautly re- 
fides. Hyder Ally is at prefent the Sove- 
reign of Callicutt, and his revenue officers 
at our landing examined our baggage with 
as much infolence and brutal incivility, as 
if they had received the rudiments of their 
education at Deal or Dover. Indeed, an 
immenfe trarit of country extending along 
the Malabar coaft is Hyder’s by the right 
of conqueft, that ambitious Prince feldorn 
miffing any favourable opportunity 6f mak- 
ing free with the poffeffions of his neigh- 
bours. The natives in this part of India 
are afflidted with an incurable dilbrder, 
called the Cochin leg, which obliges them 
to drag on a wretched exigence without 
even the hopes of relief. The limb fwells 
by degrees to an enormous lize, and the 
body is proportionably emaciated, till the 
friendly hand of death puts a period to a 
M a fcene 
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fcene of mifery, which is rendered doubly 
blocking by the tedious progrefs of the dif- 
cafe. The Indians attribute it, as they do 
every other complaint, to fame peculiar 
quality in the water. 

We nextfpent a few days at Tiilicherry, 
a fort belonging to the Company of no great 
extent, but fufficiently flrong to repel the 
attacks o-f an Afiatic army,, and on the firft 
of January we came to an anchor in the 
port of Goa; where the Portuguefe have 
now only a Ihadow of that power which 
they formerly poffeffed in India.. The city 
of Goa was once famous for the grandeur 
of its buildings* and the magnificent deco- 
rations of its churches* but it is now de- 
ferred and in ruins ; a melancholy inftance 
how capable bigotry is of fubverting the 
moft flourilhing ‘governments, and a moft 
linking proof, that even war and peftilence 
are curies ... kfs terrible to mankind than 
•• prieftcraffc 
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prieftcraft and fuperftition. Here until 
very lately the authority of the inquifition 
was exercifed with a feverity (hocking to 
human nature, and highly difgraceful to 
the religion which it was intended to pro- 
mote. Not only the Portuguefe themfelves 
fmarted under the rigour of this tribunal, 
but even the innocent natives often fufiered 
the molt cruel deaths for daring to prefer 
the religion of their forefathers to doctrines, 
which it was impoffible for them to com- 
prehend, and which from the methods taken 
to inculcate them muft have appeared to the 
unhappy wretches as truly diabolical. 


We fpent two days in vifiting the con- 
vents, and the few elegant buildings that 
yet remain in this city, which was once 
the grand emporium of the Eaftern world, 
and on the feventh we paffed the harbour 
and fort of Gheria, which was formerly the 
refidence of the famous Angria, and isiHll 
M 4 a retreat 
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8 retreat for pirates, who plunder every de-* 
fencelefs vefiel, that is fi> imprudent as to 
approach their coafts. 

On- the fourteenth we reached Bombay, 
where I have taken up my quarters in a 
mofb excellent tavern, till the Indiamait 
which is to convey me home. (hall fail. 
Capt. Jennings has already engaged his 
pafLge m a Hoop for Suez, and by him you 
will receive this packet, and my father will 
have the earlieft intelligence of my return 
to Europe. 

/Ehe lfland of Bombay is fituate in fe- 
venty-two degrees of Ea'ft longitude, and 
eighteen of latitude, and is about fevep 
leagues in circumference. It originally be- 
longed to the crown of Portugal, but in 
the year one thoufand fix hundred and 
lixty-three, it was given to Charles the Se- 
cond, as part of the portion of the Infanta 

Catherine, 



( x69 ) 

Catherine, and that Monarch prefented it 
•as a mark of royal favour to the Eaft India 
Company, who fortified it at a vaft expence, 
and it is now in the elegance of its build- 
ings very little inferior to Madras. 

>* The manners as well of the Englilh as 
of the natives are much the -.fame here as ill 
other parts of India. At prelent the feltle- 
tnent not being divided by factions, there 
is more fociety than at Madras, and the 
fources of wealth being fewer, there is lefs 
of luxury and parade than at Calcutta, 

I have dined with the Governor, who is 
a gentleman of plain good fenfe, and unaf- 
fected politenefs, and has fat in the chair 
with equal honour to himfelf, and fatisfac- 
tion to thofe under him, for five-and-twenty 
years. I have had the pleafure of feeing 
the beauties of Bombay, at the monthly 
hall, and I have fpent an agreeable evening 
■ ■ ' with 


( r 7° ) 

with Mr. Draper, who is fenior member of 
the Council, and is the hufband of the 
charming Eliza, whofe feme will ever live 
in the celebrated writings of the immortal 
Sterne. 

i ; 1 have now vifited the three great Pro 
-fidencies of India, and I affure you that I 
Ihall bid an eternal adieu to the Afiatic ihor.e 
without the lead: regret. My utmoft am* 
bition will in future be to live fequeflered 
from the bufy fcenes of the gay and un- 
thinking world; and if I can but find an 
affectionate partner with whom I may di- 
vide my pleafures and my cares, I fhall not 
envy the pride, pomp, and grandeur of that 
luxurious monarchs of the EafL 
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LETTER XXVL 

London , QJIchcr, 1778 * , 

Ayf-y dear friend’s congratulatory letter 
**" ■ on my fafe return, has given me the 
iincereft pleasure* and has not a little added 
to the joy I felt at finding' myfelf reftored 
to the embrace of an affectionate parent, and 
to my native Chore; 

The voyage from India was neither tin-* 
commonly tedious, nor attended with any 
of thofe unpleafant circumftances which 
have before occurred to me. W e arrived the 
latter end of April, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, where I again lodged with my old 
friend the Dutchman whom I have formerly 
mentioned, and on the twentieth of May 
We made the Ifland of St. Helena, which 
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at a durance refembles a caftle built in the. 
middle of the fea. This ifland is about 20 
miles in circumference, and confifts of 
feveral ftupendous rocks, with intermediate 
vallies, which are covered with a profufion 
of herbage, and produce a very great va- 
riety of fruits, and vegetables. The inha- 
bitants are alnioft all natives of the ifland, 
and feem to poflefs an equal hi are of affa- 
bility and ignorance. So totally are they 
unacquainted with any thing beyond the 
circle of their own little world, that a young 
lady, at whofe father’s I fpent an evening, 
ferioufly alked me if London was not a 
charming place when the Indiamen arrived 
in the Thames, and I had great difficulty 
to perfuade her, that the gaiety of the me- 
tropolis of England did not depend upon 
the arrival of an Eaft India fleet. 


From St. Helena we failed under the 
convoy ofa fifty gun fiiip, and on the eighth 
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of Auguft were releafed from our floating 
prlfons, and landed on the Britifh fhore. 
At Portfmouth we heard the firfl: news of 
hoftilities being commenced, and we thought 
©urfelves fortunate in efcaping the grand fleet 
of France, which it was Mr. KeppePs in- 
tention to have chaftifed fo handfomely, had 
the}/ waited for him till the fucceeding 
morning. 

I have now given you a faithful account 
of my adventures, during an abfencc of near 
five years from my native country. But the 
important event, which is to clofe the fcene, 
is yet to come. You know the intentions 
of my father, and you have feen the young 
lady on whom my future happinefs is to de- 
pend. 1 have been introduced in form, and 
I flatter my felf there is no obflacle to our im- 
mediate union. You have often told me, 
that matrimonial felicity is by no means con- 
nedted with that violent paffion, which 

teaches 
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teaches the lover to deify the obje& of 
his affe&ions, and renders him deaf to the 
voice of reafon. I fubfcribe to the juftice 
of your opinion, but I coufefs that I am at 
this moment moft heartily in love. The 
harmony of my Ifabella ? s features, and the 
engaging fweetnefs of her looks, captivated 
me at once, and her good fenfe has increafed 
the prepoffeffion which was infpired by her 
firft appearance. 

I have now a new fcene before me. I think 
that the brightnefs of the prefent profpedl 
more than eompenfates for every paft un- 
eafinefs, and I hope that the chequered ad- 
ventures of my former life, have not dis- 
qualified me for the peaceful enjoyment of 
true domeftic felicity. 
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December, 1783. By Major John Scott. Price 
is, 6i. 

Proceedings at a General Court of Proprietors of Eaft 
India Stock, refpe&ing the Hon. Warren Haftings, 
Governor -General. Price 2s. 

An authentic Account of the Debates in the Houfe 
cf Lords on the Eaft India Bill, on the 9th, 15th, and 
1 7th of December. To which is added, accurate Lifts 
oi the Divifions, Price 2s, 6d. ■ 

Two Letters to the Right Hon; Edmund Burke, in 
reply to the Ninth Report of the Select Committee. 
By Major Scott. Price is. 6d. 

The Eleventh Report from the Select Committee, 
appointed to take into Confiderarion the State of the 
Adminiilration of jultice in the Provinces cf Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriffa,. Price 2s. 

%* This Report contains an Account of money re- 
ceived and acknowledged by the Hon. Warren Huf« 
tings, Governor-General of Bengal, 




